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DISSERTATION 


ON THE 


NarTurs and CxRTAINTVY of the 
 Evipencs of SENSE, &c. 


T having pleaſed God by a fediaus 

Confinement, a lingring Indiſpofition, 

and great Weakneſs of Body, to 
diſable me from attending the proper 
Offices of my Calling; it is my Duty, 
and the daily fervent Prayer and En- 
deavour of my Soul, to ſubmit to his 
afflicting Hand, with all becoming Re- 
 bgnation and Patience. And that, in 
theſe deplorable Circumſtances, T may not 
be altogether a mere Blank in the Crea- 
tion, of: no Uſe to myſelf, or Fellow-Crea- 
tures, I have with Pleaſure ſeized theſe 
leiſure Moments, and made it the Amuſe- 
ment af many a trreſome melancholy Hour, 

„ . when 
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(2 4 . 
when Intermiſſion from Pain, ad i a 1 
Flow of Spirits ſufficient to bear the 1 
Fatigue of intenſe Thinking, would give 1 
leave to recollect a Series of ſcattered 
Thoughts, which have long exerciſed my 

Mind, on a Subject of very great Impor- 
tance, with reſpect to the Honour of 
God, the Cauſe of true Religion, and the i 
We Fare of Mankind. ol 
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. In a time of great Profaneneſs and 
unbounded Licentiouſneſs of Manners, the 
genuine Fruit and unavoidable Conſe- 


quence of Hardneſs of Heart and Unbelief, 
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| | amidſt the many daring and inſolent 
| . L Attacks, which with unparallelled Malice 
| F and Virulence, have been made upon our 
i koly Religion, to the great Reproach of 
| 5 our Age, and Church, and Nation, none 
| | | have been more barefaced or audacious 
[| than thoſe which have been levelled 
1 againſt the mighty Signs and Wonders 
F recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Mira- 
| cles are now become mere 7eſts. — The 
| ; Teſtimony of Man is weak. and fallible. 
F 5 — Uninterrupted Tradition a. Source of 
1 W/ 3 Errors, 


13) 


Errors, little better than Ficłkion or Ro- 
mance. — Reports of Reforts of Things, 
handed down from Generation to Gene- 


ration, thro a Succeſſion of Ages, ſink 
daily in their Credit, and at length will 


have no more Weight than idle Tales or 
wandering Dreams: Or, which in a 
manner comprehends the whole, the 
Evidence of Senſe is ridiculed and ex- 
ploded as failacious and uncertain, a 
Foundation upon Sand, too weak to ſup- 
port the mighty Pabrick of revealed 
Religion. x 


| In order to obviate theſe wicked At. 
tempts, and repel theſe borrid Inſults, 
whilſt many of ungueſtionable Learning 
and Eminence, are labouring with great 
Zeal, and (I truſt by the Bleſſing of God 
upon their pious Endeavours) with equal 
Succeſs, to ſtem the Torrent of Infidelity, 
to detect the Fallacies, and expoſe the 

Sopbiſtry of Gainſayers; whilſt thaſe, 
out of their Abundance, are contributing 
their large Doles to the Treaſury, in 
Support of true Chriſtian Faith and 


B 2 Knowledge, 


(4) 
Knowledge, it will be allneable, I hope, 3 
at leaſt pardonable in me, out of my 7 
Penury, to throw in my Mite, to pro- 
mote the ſame good and defirable End. 
The Point I would confine myſelf to, is 
the abſolute Certainty of the Evidence © 
Senſe. I am not inſenſible of the Ardu- 
 ouſneſs of the Undertaking; that the 
Stream of Authority is againſt me; and 
that I am encountering the frongeſt Pre- 
judices and Prepoſſeſſions of Men; but the 
only Favour that I aſk, is, that a Verdict 
in the Caſe may be ſuſpended, until the 
Cauſe has had a fair and equitable Hear- 
ing at the Bar of Reaſon ang of Scrip- 
ture. Then let the irręſſioble Force of 
Truth prevail, And if the Adverſary 
can be beaten out of his Hrong Hola, and 
the Battery on which he places his ut- 
moft Truſt and Confidence, diſmounted, 
this Kind of Artillery, for the future, 
will become vain and wſeleſs, and no 
longer an Annoyance to the Sons of Peace, 
and diligent Searchers after the Ways of 
Truth, and the Comforts and Bl:ings of 
pure and undefiled Religion. | 


Human 


= Form, moſt evident. Now, what is 


II 
Haman Knowledge is uſually divided 
and branched out into three ſeparate diſ- 
tint Claſſes, reſpecting Truths, ? 
„ 
2. Demonſtrable, Ng 
1 Probable. | 5 
Under the firſt Claſs are ranged elfe 
evident Truths, thoſe wh ich by their 
own. native Light are ſo plain, that they 
cannot, by any foreign Helps, be illuſtrated 
or made plainer. They are ſelf, that i is, 
in their own genuine Garb, and Shape, 
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woft evident, cannot be rendered more ſo, 
They are alſo called frft Principles, be- 
cauſe they admit of no prior Proof. 
What. is Arſt can have nothing before i it. 


| 4 this Kind are the following Propoli- 


The fame Thing cannot be, ad 
Fo 4 the ſame Ti ime. Light 15 efſen- 


tially different from Darkneſs. To at- 
tempt to prove this, would be abſurd 
and ridiculous. For if Darkneſs could 
be Light, It would ceaſe to be Darkneſs, 
which i is an Exclu gon of all Light. The 

Ideas 
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Ideas are ' inconſiſtent, the Terms repug- 
nant and contradictory. Knowledge of 
this Kind is alſo ſtiled intuitive, what 
ll | | forces its way into the Mind irre, Nably, 
|| | and at firſt Glance, with a Light not in- 
* ferior to the Brightneſs of the Sun at 
=} Noon-day. Truths thus difcerned, are 
dignified with the high and pompous 
Title of infallible, But now in this 
wt - "Caſe, Intuit ion is a Metaphor taken from 
lil Sight, and ſeems only to imply, that 
Truth, thus preſented to the Mind, ap- 
pears with the Jame Degree of Evidence 
and Clearneſs, as Objects of Senſs pre- 
ſented to the Eye : and if fo, I ſhould be 
glad to be informed, why the Evidence 
of both is not either eqnally infallible, or 
only equally probable. God is the Author 
il of all Knowledge, ſenſitive « or intellectual. 
Wt | There are Streams which both iflue from 
3s the Jame Fountain, How then comes it 
to paſs, that the one is limpid and tranſ- 
parent, and the other confuſed and mud- 
dy? But of this more hereafter. "I would 
not be thought to ww upon a Word, 


or 
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or lay too great a Streſs on a fguratiue 
Term, deſiring only to diſcover the naked. 
| Vn of nn ä 


Under the ſecond Clas of F 
ble Truths, are comprehended all thoſe 
Things, whether mathematical, phyfical, 
or moral, which are capable of firi& 
 - wndeniable Proof or Demonſtration. Fair 
and /egitimate Conſequences, deduced from. 
clear and indiſputable Premiſſes, univer- 
ſally admitted, without a Poſſibility of 
+ Diſſent, by all Mankind are ranged under 
7 this Head, and Knowledge of this Kind 
is . denominated not infallible (that, it 
ſeems, is too great an Honour, but only) 
certain; tho' where the Difference is be- 
twixt Infallibility and abſolute Certainty, 
may. pollibly require, a. very nice Hand 
to point, out, and as nice a Head to 
diſtinguiſh, . 


The laſt: Claſs, of | probable Truths, 
takes in thoſe Things which are, not 
ens of fri Demonſtration, but where 

there 


(8) 
there is 2 greater Appearance of Truth 
on one Side than on the contrary. And 
the Degrees of Probability are various 
and infinife, When the Balance is in 
equilibrio, the Mind is in Suſpence, and 

Ii | aan determine nothing; there can be no | 
7118 _ Knowledge, nothing but only Doubt and 
8 Uncertainty. If it preponderates on either 9 
1 Side, Afent of courſe neceſſatily follows, 

in Proportion to the greater Weight in the 
deſcending Scale. If a Pound proves 

| heavier than an Ounce, much more ſo 
will Myriads of Pounds, if weighed in 
an equal Balance, exceed a Scruple, In 
Bu the ſame, or infinitely bigher Ratio, may 

| the Degrees of Probability increaſe, ſo as 

1 to be a very ſufficient juſtifiable Ground 
1 of Aſſent, and Motive of Action, without 

= leaving the /eaff Room, or Cauſe, or Sha- 
il dow of Diſtruſt or Doubt upon the Mind; 

| but yet ſtill they will never be allowed 
ur to amount to abſolute Certainty. No one 
=: diſputes the Truth of the late dreadful 
itt | Earthquake at Lisbon, but this no Man 
| can certainly know, who has never been 
in 
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5A in Portugal, and viewed the. Ruins of 
0 the City. He can only depend upon 
the Authority of public News, confirmed 
from all Parts of the World, and by 
all Perſons who have fince v ifited the 
Place, and whoſe Accounts have never 
been disbelieved or contradicted by any 
4 d; ferent Reports. Compliments of Con- 
A dolance from foreign Princes, and Sup- 
i plies ſent for the Relief of the diſtreſſed 
Inhabitants, are Hrong corroborative Cir- 
cumſtances, in Support of the Truth of 
this terrible Calamity. But ſill all this 


accumulated Evidence does not reach he 
Point. Human Te eftimony at beſt i is but 
fallible, and there may be a Confederacy 
of Multitudes of wicked and deſigning 
Men, to impoſe upon us. And where 
there is only a bare Peſ ility of this, 
be the Thing in itſelf ever fo Incredible, 
there our Knowledge, it ſeems,” is not 
certain, but only, in the higheſt Degree, 
probable. 1 Man WhO ges a great 
Sum with his Son, put out Apprentice 
1 to a 5 4 Merchant, can have no 
Bm © e 2 Buple 
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berg upon his Mind, whether there 


be ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, it would 
be Infatuation to part with his Money if 
he had; but yet, if he has never tra- 
velled, he can have nothing but fallible 
human Teſtimony to depend upon, and 
he relies not upon Certainty, but only a 
very great Degree of Probability, All 
Facts recorded in ſacred or prophane Hiſ- 
tory are placed under this Head, and 
ranked not amongſt demonſirabie and 
certain, but only probable Truths. And 
the Unbelievers of our Age have taken 
moſt ſhameful Advantage of theſe Con- 
ceſſions, firſt, by ſinking theſe Facts down 


to the very loweſt Degree of Probability, 
and then afterwards diſcarding them as 
unworthy of the laſt Regard or Credit. 

In Vindication therefore of the Authority 


of the. Holy Scriptures, 1 humbly ſub- 
mit what follows, concerning the Nature 
of buman Teſtimony, and the Truth, (I 
had almoſt-faid the demonſtrable Truth) 


of the Evidence of Senſe, to the ſerious 


Conſideration of the candid and Chriſtian 
Reader. 


( 119 

Reader. If this ſeem to be a Peradex 
too bold to be advanced or defended, let 
it at preſent be conſidered only as a Pro- 
blem, till it appears what can be offered 
in Defence of it, in order to a full and 
ſatisfactory Solution. The Truth I would 
endeavour to eſtabliſh, is, | 


The clear and undeniable (1 muſt not. 
yet preſume to call it the demonſtrative 
or infallible) Certainty of the Information 
we receive from the pi e of our 
8 denſes. TT 


And here I dare appeal to conſtant 
invariable Experience, and the impartial 
united Judgment of all Mankind, But 
let it be remembered, that I am not now 
conſidering extracrdinary Caſes, as in 
Decay or Obſtruftion of Sight, or total 
Blindneſs, where the Senſe is depraved 
or vitiated, or quite loft; or of a Delirium 
or Madneſs, where there is a Depriva- 
tion of Senſe ; and common Language 
es n e us in ſaying that a "Man is 

SEL oF _ bereft 


( 12 ) 
bereft or oat of his Senſes, (it being ir im- 
poſſible that they ſhould be perfect 
Guides, when they ceaſe to be Senſes, and 
are no Guides at all; ) I am not now con- 
ſidering extraordinary Caſes, but only 
the regular and ordinary and natural 
Courſe of Things. And in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances I dare venture to affirm, that 
our Senſes neither do, nor can deceive 


18 | us. We don't miſtake Fire for Water, 
ad | nor throw ourſelves down from a Tower 
0 or Precipice, imagining we are ſecure 
148 and ſafe upon a Plain, Let every Senſe 
0 be exerted in its own Province, the Or- 
| 0 gan fitly diſpoſed, and the Object accu- 
10 rately examined, and we know, in fact, 

| pil that the Te/trmony of our Senſes will ever be 
1 n found invariable and true. We can believe 
| i our Eyes, not only ſo far as to diſtinguiſh 
| on different Objects from one another, but 
f | even to the diſcerning of different Features 
| jj | or Lineaments in the Faces, or different 
0 5 Letters or Strokes in the Hand Writing 
an 5 of Men. And this we can do with ſo 
9 : 90 much Certainty, as to be qualified to 
Il | . 


1 (13) 

9 give Oath i in theſe Caſes, and affect them 

in their Lives and Properties, upon' the 
Strength of this Evidence, No Court 
refuſes ſuch Witneſſes, which is a plain 
Proof, that in the Opinion of all Man- 
kind, our Senſes are competent Judges of 
what lies before us, or the real Truth of 
Things ; it being a moſt ſhameful and 
* iniquitous Practice to condemn any to 
fer or die, if there is no ſure Principle 
of Action, or ſolid Foundation to build 
upon. To make this evident beyond 
Exception, let it be conſidered, 


I. That we are the Werkmanſsig of 
God, a Being of unerring Wiſdom. and 
infinite in Goodneſs and Power. Now 
can any Thing bungling and unfiniſhed 
come out of the Hands of ſuch an Ar- 
tiſt? This ſurely i is abſurd and impolſible. 
Every good and every perfed# Gift, we are 
informed, by an inſpired Apoſtle (Jan. i 
17.) is from above. If then we can 
PIs, our 2 and Faculties to be of 
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( 14) 


will prove their State of Excellency and 
Perfection. When God reviewed all 
the Creatures which his Hand had made, 


we read (Gen. i.) that he ſurveyed them 


with infinite Delight and Complacency ; 
and behold, in the Judgment of him 
who could not err or be deceived, they 
were without Flaw or Defect, or Blemiſh, 
both in Part and the M bole, compleatly 
and - exquiſitely good. Not only the 


Realms of Light are adorned with all | 
imaginable Excellency and Splendour, but 


theſe lower Regions of Clouds and Dark- 
xeſ5, are not left deſtitute of their Pro- 
portion of Beauty and Perfection; all 
inimitably contrived and adjuſted to an- 
fwer the various, and wiſe, . and gracious 
Ends of Providence, and to render the 
uni ver ſal Syſtem of Nature a compleat 
Structure of unparallelled Symmetry and 
Order. 


Stars which he bas erditncd. the Firma- 
ment declareth the Handy-work of no leſs 


than 5 di vine Archite, ,2nd the Canopy 
. which 


If we confider the Heavens, the 
Work of God's Hand, the Moon and the 


7 
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which hangs over our Heads proclaims 
bis Glory. If from the celeſtia! Lumina- 
ries (after a due Conſideration of their 
Magnitude, Revolutions, Station, Diſ- 
tance, Influence, and various Uſes) we 
| deſcend to take a Survey of this lower 
IWorld, even thoſe Things which to heed- 


| leſs inconſiderate Mortals may , ſeem 
Botches and Deformities in the Works of 
| God, are not without their peculiar Uſe 
t and Excellence; and Clouds and Darkneſs; 
* and Meteors and Winds, and Storms and 
w Tempeſts, and Froft and Snow, and Hail; 
U and Rain, and Vapours, are all good, in 
1 their Kind and Seaſon, and with a Voice 
1s intelligible to every rational Being, con- 
* ſpire to celebrate their Maker's Power 
at and Greatneſs, and praiſe the Name of 
ad the Lord. The ſeveral Inhabitants of 
he Eartb, and Air, and Waters, have all 


= - H received moſt plentiful Draughts of the 

divine Favour and Goodneſs ; nor has 
God been niggardly in his Bounty, to 
what are uſually eſteemed the very 
| meanel} of his Creatures, Not ſo much 


5 


(16) 
as Reptiles, or Flies, or Inſefts, are over- 
looked and forgotten ; but, as the Earth 1 
ts full of his Riches, 2 is the great and 1 
wide Sea alſo ; and his Power and Good- 
neſs no leſs conſpicuous and adorable in 
the Conſtruction of ſmall, and creepi ng 
Things innumerable, than that of the 


| 

| 

| 

| 
1 greateſt, and moſt unwieldy, and enormous 

1 Bieaſts. The moſt diminutive, and even 

| 

| 

| 


BY (without the Help of Microſcopes) im- 
= perceptible Animalcules, are framed with 1 
Wt incomprehenfible Still, and cloathed with 
inexpreſſible Beauty; and fo viſibly is the 
Care of an aniver/al Providence, that I 
can hardly be perſuaded, that any one 
Species of Beings is extind, to which 
God gave Birth at the Creation. O Lord, 
how manifold are thy Works! in Wiſdom © 
haſt thou made them all, (PL. civ. 24.) 
Now if all Things are formed with that 
conſummate Skill and Wer kmanſhip, that 
no Degree of Perfection is wanting, of 
which their reſpective Natures are capa- 
ble ; is it conceivable that Man, created 
ter the divine Image, and the peculiar 
Object of his Love and Favaur, ſhould 
. N pe 
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be the only Piece of Botch-=work and 
Deformity amongſt all the vi/ible Works 
of God? Can a God who loves us, have 
beſtowed Faculties upon us to our Hurt? 
or have given us Senſes to miſguide and 
lead us to Error of inevitable Deſtruction? 
This I cannot fay without reproaching 
my Maker ; and therefore conclude, that 
the Means of Knowledge, vouchſafed 
for my Good, are adequate to the End 
intended, ſafe and. mn and Sa and 


Frue. 


All this will readlly be granted, in 
reſpect to Man in his primitive State of 
Innocence and Purity; it being manifeſt 
that he could not come imperfect out of, 
the Hands of his Creator. But we fthall 
be told, that the Face of Things is ß,, 
intirely changed, that the Earth we inha- 
bit is re- transformed into a ſecond Chaos, 
a-borrid Place of Sterility, Darkneſs and 
Confuſion, bearing no nearer a Reſem- 
blance to 77/elf, in its original State, than 
the Wild. and Waſtes of Africa to the 
D Garden 
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e 
Garden of Eden: and that, by the 
Entrance of Sin into the World, Man 
is an inconceivable Sufferer both in Mind 
and Body; the one being rendered mortal, 
and the other diſtempered and overclouded 


by irregular Appetites, and unnatural 
Affections, the Faculties of his Soul de- 


praved and corrupted, his Underſtanding 


darkened, his Will perverted, and his 
Reaſon and Fudgment tainted and blinded 


by the judicial Sentence of Heaven, paſ- 


fed upon him for his fatal Tranſgreſſion. 


Theſe and many more ſuch tragical 


Complaints and Outcries, heightened and 
_ exaggerated by polemical Writers, in all. 


the moving pathetick Strains of Grief 
and Eloquence, are frequent in the Mouths 
of many ſerious Chriſtians, and abound 
in both antient and modern Books of Di- 
vinity. But it is much eaſier for learned 
and ingenious Men to frame or adopt Syſ- 


tems, and afterwards defend them with 


ſpecious and plaufible Arguments, than 
to reconcile them with the Word of God, 
the true Confiitution of Things, or even 

the 


( 19) 
the Reaſon and common Senſe of Mankind. 
I defy the warmeſ# Advocates for univer- 
fal Depravity and Corruption, to produce 
any clear, expreſs, uncontroverted Texts 
of Scripture, where God is ſaid to have 
ſunk us into ſuch extreme Degeneracy and 
Miſery, and Blindneſs, that we are no 
longer capable of diſcerning betwixt Truth 
and Error: I defy them to prove that 
our primary Senſations of Things, im- 
preſſed upon the Mind by a divine Stamp, 
are adulterate and erroneous : I defy them 
to ſhew, that the Notices of our Senſes, 
the Avenues to Truth and Knowledge, 
are falſe and unfaithful; or that God 
deals wich us as Stocks and Stones, utter- 
ly devoid of Underſtanding, and totally 
diſabled from diſtinguiſhing Light from 
| Darkneſs, Bitter from Sweet, and Good 
from Evil. This is ſo far from being 
the Caſe, that a beavy Woe is denounced 
againſt thoſe, who fin againſt the Light 
of their own Breaſts, and regard not the 
clear and eſſential Difference, in the Na- 


ture of Things, They who forſake the 
8 pf living 


( 20 ) 


living God and cleave unto Idols, are not 


1 abſelved but reproached for this their (not 
| | 1 judicial, but) voluntary Blindneſs, and 
1 
mf 


highly criminal Jaſenſibility ; inſomuch 
that they are declared to be altogether 
without Excuſe [Rom. i. 19, 20.] In 
the darkeſt Ages, and to the moſt igno- 
10 rant and barbarous Nations, God hath not 
mY * Ext bimſelf without Witneſs, in that he 
by. doth good, and giveth them (what no one 
1 0 elſe can) Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
1 Seaſons, Alling their Hearts with Food 
i! and Gladneſs, Theſe are Proofs that he 
ik has not Forgotten to be gracious, nor ſhut 
up his loving Kindneſs in everlaſting Dif- 
pleaſure, but that he has fi] the Bowels 
XX. of a render, and compaſſionate, and moſt 
\ | 5 indulgent Father, ever ready to firetch 
forth the Arms of his Mercy to his diſ- 
"obedient but returning Children. All the 
+ 7 udgments denouneed in Scripture againſt 
| | impious Cities and Nations, are not con- 
| ſidered or repreſented as the Continuance 
i 8 or Execution of an original Curſe, but as 
1 W Punifoment of the then prevailing 
3 niquity 


Iniquity and nn of theſe wicked 
Places, which kindled the Wrath of 
Heaven againſt them. In ſhort, corrupt 
and wicked as the World is, God has 
fill given us Light ſufficient for all the 
Purpoſes of Liſe and Godlinsſ ; and if 
we chuſe to walk in Darkneſs, this is not, 

becauſe we have 0 Eyes, or faithful 
Guides to lead and direct us in the Paths | 
of Truth, but becauſe we are perverſe 
and diſobedient, and foohfp, and love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, for the Rea- 
ſon aſſigned by our bleſſed Lord, becauſe 
our Deeds are Evil (Fobn iii. 19.) Let 
no one then preſume to caſt his Guilt 
upon God, who no more deceiveth than 


tempteth any Man by falſe Lights, and 
guileful Repreſentations ; ; but let him 


piouſly acknowledge, in due Reverence 


of his Creator's Name, that he is s faithful 
in all his Netices, righteous in all. his 
Ways, and juft in All his Judgnenti. 5 


I hope I. may now venture to reaſſume 
the Poſition I at firſt laid down, that the ; 
m_ fs of our Ys are evidently true, 
and 


(22) 


and that they are not Infiruments of Error 


and Deceit. 


But what? will you then preſume (fo 
it may be objected) to make Man a poor, 


weak, and oftentimes deluded, at length 


an omniſcient and infallible Creature ? 
God forbid, I am too ſenſible of the 
Weakneſs and Inſu Heiency of human Na- 
ture. But I conceive it highly for the 
Honour of God, to vindicate his MWiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, and Tuſiice, from Inſinua- 
tions that would ſuggeſt that he himſelf 
has a Hand in /educing and miſguiding 
us into the Snares of Error. The Power 


even of Omnipotence itſelf, is /imitted by, 
or does zot extend to the doing of lmpo/- 
Abilities, whether of a moral or natural 


Kind, It is no Abſurdity to affirm, that 
it is not in the Power of a Faithful and 
righteous Being to deal unfaithfully or 
unrighteouſly with his Creatures. A God 


of Truth cannot ye or decerve. Unerring 


Wiſdom cannot miſtake, purſue wrong 
en, or give fooliſh and pernicious 
| Counſels, 


(. 23 ) 


Counſels. No: Whatever is inconſiſtent 


with the divine Attributes, it is impaſſible 


for the Almighty himſelf to do. Conſe- 


quently, if to inflict ſuch a Puniſhment 


upon Man as would defeat his own gra- 
cious Intentions, and inſtead of reform- 


ing 2 Sinner, and making him better, 
would only further diſable him from 
doing Good, and make him worſe, is not 
to be reconciled with the moral Perfecti- 
ons of God. This is even a Demonſtration. 
that the Notices of Heaven are not ſo 
unfavourable and pernicious, that the Fa- 


culties of our Minds are not debaſed, to 
ſink us deeper into Guilt, and make us 


more wicked, and more miſerable, nor 


our Senſes beſtowed upon us as Inſtru- 
ments of Error to plague and torment, 


but as the Friendly Direfors to the Ways 


of Truth, which we may with Comfort 
and entire Truſt and Aſſurance meſt ſafe- 
ly depend upon. It is our great Maſter's 


own Aphoriſm (Mat. xv. 14.) F the 
Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall into 


the Ditch, Suppoſe our Senſes to be 
theſe 


theſe helpleſs and blind Guides, and there 
is no other Proſpe&t before us but 
Error, and the Pit, and Deſtruction. 
Our very Guides are uſeleſs, our Lights 
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TO become Darkneſs, Curſes rather than 
10 Bleſſings, and unworthy of a Place among 
e 


h the 8 and perfect Gifts of God. 
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i But! would willin oly ſearch this Subject 
l to the very Bottom, and view it in every 
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4111108 poſſible Point of Light, and therefore for 
. the preſent, let it be ſappoſed, not granted, 


1 that our Senſes can, or do deceive us: And 
on what will be the necoſſary, unavoidable 
WER Conſequence ieee * then, 
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1/. Here is a manifeſt Defeft (and this, 
as I intimated before, muſt imply either 
Want of Skill, or Power, or Goodneſs) 
in the Workmanſbip of God, We 
fixt in a State of unavoidable Error, and 
it is the Will of Heaven, that we ſpend 
all our Days here upon Earth, in Deceit 
and believing a Lye. There is no Re- 
medy. We can have no Knowledge of 


exterior Objects, but from the Informa 
tion 
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tion of onr Senſes, and if that is fa/la- 
cious and unfaithful, God himſelf is the 
Author of all our Darkneſs and Confu- 
fron, Now this _— borders upon Th 


Phemy. 


24] ly, The Julice and Equity of all 
penal Laws is taken away, it being ma- 
nifeſtly a moſt unrigbteous Thing to 
puniſh Men without perfect Knowledge of 
their Guilt. And I will add one other 
| Conſequence, very unfavourable to the 
Zealots of a certain Church, that they 
ought not to preſume to offer themſelves 
as Witneſſes in any Court of Judicature, 
Their Oaths ought not to be taken. 
They can only rely upon the Teftimony 
of their Senſes, and tbeſe, according to 
their own Principles, may deceive them. 
And if Mens Oaths are not to be taken, 
how can we believe them on their bare 
Words? How can we expect Infallibility 
from theſe People ? And what becomes 
of their favourite Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ftantiation, deduced from theſe Words, 
This is my Body, (Mat. xxv1. 26.) fince if 
e n the 


\ 


„ 


the Evidences of Senſe may be called into 
queſtion, it cannot appear either by Scrip- 
ture or Tradition that any ſuch Words 
were ever writ or ſpoken. 
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3dly. We can have no Aſſurance of 
1 the Truth of the Cbriſtian Religion. 
n This was confirmed by Miracles, which 
WA are only an Appeal to the Senſes of Man- TX 
400 Find; and if Yheſe are not capable of dif= - 
cerning the Truth of Things, what we 


Vol eſteem real Miracles might be only the 
1 Work of Error and Deluſion. In vain 
104 did our Lord call upon his Diſciples, 


| (Luke xxiv. 39.) Behold my Hands and 
(ot my Feet, that it is I myſelf, for a Spirit 
„bath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye fee me 


| 
60 have. If a careful and accurate Exami- 
0 nation of the Reality of his Body by their 
e 
MATH Senſes, was not a ſolid and rational Foun- 
106 


dation of Belief, in vain did he reproach 


not had Sin, (John xv. 24.) For where 
is the Fault of rejefing Miracles, if they 
| f are 


1655 
MY the Tews for their Incredulity, and tell. 
10 them / he bad not done amongſt them the . 
01. Things vbich never Man did, they bad 
j 
| 


+. & ot 

are deſtitute of clear and undemable proof ? 
And how can it, with Truth, be ſaid, 
that we have no Cloak for our Sin, if we are 
not capable of judging, whether theſe 
mighty Works are of God? But the Voice 
of Truth itſelf has decided this Point for 
us. When Chriſt upbraided the Cities, 
( Luke x. 13.) which diſregarded his 
Doctrine, and Miracles, and repented not, 
he declared that if the mighty Works 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which 
had been done in them, they had a great 
while ago repented, fitting in Sackcloth 
and Aſhes, But now how could this be, 
if the Evidence of theſe Works was not 
ſtrong and clear, and irręſiſtible? Equally 
decifioe is his Reproof and Condemnation 
of the Jews, where he makes it the 
greateſt Aggravation poſſible of their 
Guilt, that they would not believe even 
their very Senſes; but' having Eyes they 
ſaw not, Ears they heard not, and Hearts 
that would not underſtand, So unreaſon- 
able and dangerous and impious it is to 
deny the Truth of the Information of our 
6 Senſes, 
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But it is Time to conclude this 


Ctions. 
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CHAP. II. 


Objetti ons to the Certainty of the 
Evidence of Senſe, confidered and 


anſwered. 


N anſwer to what has been advanced 

in the foregoing Chapter, it may 

be replied, © But to what Purpoſe are 
vain and empty Speculations, which may 
amuſe in Theory, but are contradicted by 
Facts, and daily Experience? Is it not 


notorious and univerſally acknowledged, 


that we are weak and fallible Creatures, 
and that our Senſes actually do deceive us 


every Hour of our Lives? The Celeſtial 


Luminaries are immenſe Bodies of Light, 


and yet ſeemingly how ſmall and infignifi- 


cant in the Sight of our Eyes? By the 


Help of Glaſſes we deſcry innumerable 


Stars in the Firmament, of which our 


natural Sight gives us not the leaſt Inti- 


mation or Notice, Walks adorned with 


parallel Rows of Trees, planted in the 


moſt 
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moſt exact and uniform Order, and at equal 
Diſtances from each other, will appear at 

the further End frattned and contracted, 
and, if continued far enough, the Trees on 
each Side will ftill ſeem gradually to 
approach nearer and nearer to each other, 
till at length they coincide and meet in a 
Point. Now what are theſe but noto- 
rious Inſtances of Deception ? How fre- 
quent are the Complaints of Men, that 
their Eyes and Ears have failed then, 
and that not only the Works of Nature 
and Art ſurpaſs their Underſtanding, but 
the common Sleigbts and Tricks of Cheats 
and Jugglers too eaſily paſs upon them? 
If we ſtep into the Fields, we ſhall find 
that the very Rocks and Groves, as if 
they had Ears and Tongues, can repeat 
Sounds, and Words, and Voices, nay even 
the moſt raviſhing Strains of muſical In- 
ſtruments, without the leaſt Variation of 
Key, or Harmony, or Tone, or Accent, to 
a moſt amazing and inimitable Degree of 
Truth and Exactneſs. Now what is all 
this but a vifonary fairy Scene of Moc- 
=p and N To what moſt ſur- 
prizing 
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prizing Height of perfection, „ has the 
admirable Art of Painting been carried ? 
The very Birds have been tempted down 
to taſte of forbidden Fruit, the Product 
of the Pencil; and a conſummate Maſter 
of the Art, ſo far himſelf deceived, as to 
ſiretch forth his Hand to draw a painted 
Curtain. And how then can it be expect- 
ed that one of meaner Taſte and inferior 
Judgment ſhould be able to withſtand 
the W of ſuch puerful nn « * 


Tbeſe Obſervations may in the main, 

and in great Meaſure, be allowed to be 
true; and yet the Certainty of the Evi- 
dence of Senſe, will be no way. affected 
by the Conceſſon. That the Sun, and 
Moon, and Stars don't appear to our naked 
Sight in their real Magnitude, is no Proof 
of the Decervableneſs, but rather of the 
Tnfallibility of our Senſes. We find by 

repeated, uniform, invariable Experience, 
that (to ſpeak in the Language of Phi- 

loſophers) the Angle of Viſion increaſes 
or decreaſes, in proportion to the Near- 
WM; or Diſtance of the Thing that is 


Viewed ; 


| 
| 
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viewed; or in more plain and intelligible 


Terms, that every Object enlarges itſelf 
upon our nearer Approach towards it, and 
orows leſs in proportion to the Diſtance 


we retire from it. Judge of the Hea- 


venly Bodies by this moſt perfect and in- 


Fallible Rule, and make due Allowance 


fot the almoſt immeaſurable Space inter- 
terpoſed betwixt us and them, and they 
appear juſt as Bodies of their Dimenſions 
neceſſarily muſt, and ought to do; and if 
they appeared otherwiſe, then indeed an 
Exception might be made to the Truth of 
the Evidence of our Senſes. . And thus 


again, that Teleſcopes diſcover to us Mul- 


titudes of Stars in the Firmament, when 
the naked Eye tells us there are none, or at 


leaſt that it perceives not any, is no Proof 


of the Fallibility, but rather of the Truth 
of our Senſes. For if all Objects decreaſe 
in proportion to the Diſtance they are 
removed from us, remove them far e- 
nough, and there muſt at laſt be a cer- 


tain Point where they will be diminiſhed 
to ſuch a Degree as to become impercep- 


tible, and neceſſarily eſcape our Sight. 
3 And 
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b And in this Caſe the Eye informs us, not 

"> that there are no Objecks beyond this 
Point, but that it's Faculty of ſeeing ex- 
tends no further; and fo far its Jzforma- 
tion is right and true, according to the 
ſettled and invariable Order of Things. 
It hence follows that two Bodies greatly 
different in Size, by reaſon of the Ine- 
guality of their Diſtances may appear to 
our Sight exactly of the ſame Proportion 
and yet the Report of our Eyes concern- 
ing each be true and faithful. The an- 
nexed Scheme will illuſtrate and fully 
explain my Meaning. 


Let S. (Fig. 1.) repreſent the Sun, M. 
the Moon, and e the Eye of the Specta- 
tor ſtanding upon the Earth. The Sun 
is known to be abundantly larger, and 
the Moon cogſiderably leſs than our Globe. 
And yet in this Pofition, it is evident, 
that the Body of the Sun will be covered 
by the Interpoſition of the Moon, and 

its whole Orb totally eclipſed ; conſe- 
quently the Diameters of each, beheld 
at e will appear perfectly equal. ] don't 
F ſpeak 
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ſpeak with Philoſophical Exa#ineſs, for 
then the Ecclipſe would be over, 
would ceaſe, I mean to be total, al- 
moſt in a Moment; and the very next 
|| Inſtant after the laſt Dis of the Sun's 
= Orb was darkened, the Rays of Light 
bl would emerge on the oppoſite Side, But 
the Difference is too inconſiderable to be 
worthy of Notice. For the ſame Rea- 
ſon, if two other unequal Bodies, A and 
= - B of the Size, and in the Situation, 
repreſented in the Scheme, be placed be- 
1 twixt the Moon and the Earth, A will 
| ö intercept the Sight of B, as the Moon 
| 1 does that of the Sun, and all theſe Bodies 
| will appear to the Eye of equal Dimen- 
| ions. This Reaſon and true Philoſophy 
informs us mult neceſſarily be the Caſe, 

and our Senſe of Sight confirms the 
Truth of the Obſervation, The real Dif- 
ference betwixt the Magnitudes of theſe 
Bodies, may be ſeen by the parallel Lines 


ma equal to the Diameter of A and 


exceed as the Segments of 9 ? P But 


— 
— — — — + wo 


now, * it not hence follow, that if 
four 


4 

four Bodies, confeſſedly ſo very unequal, 
appear equal in our Sight, that therefore 
the Szght is imper ect, and our Eyes 
decei ve us? No: by no Means. This is 
not the true State of the Caſe, It is not 
the Province of Sigbt to determine the 
real, but only to repreſent truly the ap- 
parent Magnitude of Objects; to preſent 
before the Mind a perfect Image or 
Picture of what is ſeen exactly in the 
very Light and Shape, it appears at ſuch a 
Diftance, and in ſuch a Situation. Now 
if it is demonſtrable, by the anerring 
Rules of Opzicks, that Bodies of unequal 
Bulk, muſt at certain Places and Di- 
ſtances appear of equal Size, and the Eye 
gives us the yery ſame Information, that 
they actually do ſo, this is an indiſpu- 
table Proof that its Te/timony is faithful, 
and conformable to the ſertled Laws and 
Order of Nature. 


of a n Kind is the Inſtance I 
mentioned of Trees planted in even 
Rows, and at equal Diftances from each 
other 


F 2 gs 


gi 
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Let the Lines A B and CD re- 
preſent theſe Rows in their due and re- 
gular Order, ſince all Objects of Sight 


E- decreaſe according to the Diſtance they 
fi are removed from us, it is very mani- 
[| feſt that the remote} Trees will not only 
1 ſeem leſs than thoſe near af band, but 
| that the Breadth of the Walk in the 
ql intermediate Space betwixt theſe Trees, 
| though equally diftant in all Places, will 
[| ſeem at the fartheſt End contradted or 
| b diminiſhed in the fame Proportion. Theſe 
| | Trees, therefore, viewed from the Station 
| FO at O, will appear not in the parallel Lines 
AB and CD the true Place of their 
i: Situation, but in the Lines E I, and 
| | 5 . a continuing in a gradual Progreſ- 
qt . fion to approach nearer to each other, 
i till at laſt they cloſe and unite in the 


I! Point R. To remedy this Inconveni- 
j ; ence, Gardeners are obliged to wigen 
= their Walks as they continue the Length 
F of them, without which it would be im- 
poſſible to preſerve their Uniformigy. 
This! is the conſtant invariable Order of 
Nature, 
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Nature, with which the Evidence of 
Sight, is ſo far from claſhing and inter- 
fering, that it confirms it to the utmoſt 
Punctuality and Exactneſti. In this Caſe 
then, it is manifeſt, here is no Decep- 
tion of Sight, but the Images of things 
are pictured and ſet before us, in the 
very Light, and Shape, and 2 
which they ought ta pn 


I ſhall only mention one Caſe more, 
but that ſo extraordinary, that it may 
ſeem to have the Air, not ſo much of a 
Paradox, as of a glaring Abſurdity, or 

palpable Contradiction. Two Men view 
the ſame Otje#, at the ſame Time, and 
Place, and Diſtance, and it appears to one 
four times as large as to the other. This 
will always be the Caſe, if one of them is 
fhortfighted. Now little and great are 
quite oppofite Ideas, and cannot in the ſame 
Keſpect be applied to the ſame thing. Is 
it not then certain, that one of the Per- 
fons at leaſt is miſtaken, and the Sight 
ol his Eyes impoſes upon him ? The 
Auer is plain and obvious, and not 
more 
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more frange than true, No: They are 


neither of them wiſtaben, their Eyes do 


their Office faithfully, and make a true 


Repreſentation of the Object to each. 


The Uſe of the Eye, like that of Glaſſes, 
is to collect the Rays of Light, and ex- 


bibit ſuch an Image of the Thing ſeen, 


as its particular Shape, and Form, and 
Structure requires. A convex Glaſs in- 
larges, a concave dimiriſhes, whatever is 
view d thro" it, If then the Eye of one that 
is ſhort-fighted, is of the former make, the 
Object muſt neceſſarily appear larger to 
him, than to one whoſe Eye is more 


flat, and depreſs d. But then both 


are b far from being deceived, that 


each ſees the Object in the very Form 


and Shape, in which viewed by ſuch 


Eyes, © or call them, if you pleaſe, I- 
 Pruments, or Glaſſes, it muſt always ne- 


ceſſarily appear in. This is fo well 
known, that a feriful Inftrument-maker 
knows by the bare Sight of the Eye 
of what Form the Glaſs muſt be to ſuit 


the h + htm Caſe of the Perſon who 
wang 
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woants it. The Rays of Light, thro 
3 y whatever Medium they paſs, whether of 
| | Air, or Water, or Glaſs, or any other 
= tranſparent Subſtance, are always re- 
* fradted by unchangeable Laws, in the 
ſame invariable Manner and Direction, 
from which they never can depart, or 
without a Change of Medium, or a Mi- 
racle, be diverted. Now if the Eye per- 
forms its Office by ſuch inflexible, un- 
erring Rules, is not this even a Demon- | 
flration that it is a ſure and perfect Guide, 
and it's Information inconteſtibly true 
and infallible? I deſire very particular 
Notice may be taken of this Obſerva-. 
tion, as I ſhall have Occaſion to apply 
It hereafter. 


As to the Caſe of Ecehos, this may 


wel ſurprize and delight, not. only the 
unexperienced, but the moſt oſcitant 
and incurious Obſerver, How could it 
ever enter into the Heart of Man to 
conceive, that Rocks, or Caves, or Woods, 
or Houſes, or Walls, ſhould become vo- 

cal, 
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N 
Ii eal, and repeat Sounds and Wards in all 
i Languages, articulately and diftinhy, 


and in the ſame V. oice and Actent with 
which they were ſpoken? But if any 


h Man will from hence fetch an Argu- 
| ment, to prove the Deception of our 
WW Senſes, he will only expoſe his own I- 
0 nuorance and Weakneſs. Let him attend 
" the Schools of Philoſophy, or the Lectures 
iſ of the inquiſitive Searchers after Truth, 
is and he will ſoon be informed, from the 
li Nature and Cauſe of Sounds, the Manner 
ff of their Propagation, and the Quality 
1 of the Medium, thro' which they paſs, 
| A that all this amazing and inimitable Mi- 
an michry of Words or Voice, is not A 
| | . mere Luſus Nature, the giddy Sportings, 
it or Frolick, or Gaity, or Archneſs, or 
| Waggery of Nature, to gull and delude 
N i poor Mortals, but the ſteady uni form 
| 1 Effect of natural Cauſes, the certain 


NN 
2 * 


— 
bo . 


Conſequence of a proper Diftance, and 
a peculiar Situation of Perſons and 
Places; and that all the various undu- 
lating Motions and Tr remors of diſtant 

Reports 
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Reports and N oiſes, till they fink away, 


and die in Silence, are reducible to 


flated Rules and Laws, and eaſy to be | 


accounted for upon the Principles of true 
Philoſophy. 


If any thing can challenge a Power of 


impoſing upon our Senſes, the wonderful 


Art of Painting may ſeem to have 
the Preeminence, and a right to put in 
the fr/# and faireft Claim. Not only 
Subſtance, and Life, and Symmetry and 
Beauty, are wrought into a coarſe 
Piece of dead Canvaſs, but plain and 


ſmooth Bodies, are emboſs'd, or hollowed, 
| Niches and Arches ſunk into even Surfaces 


of Stones and Walls, and bold Statuts 
erected in the midſt of them, to the 
Delight and Admiration of every Be- 
holder. In the Hall of Greenwich Ho- 
ſpital, Pillars (if I miſtake not) of the 
Corinthian Order are moſt curiouſly in- 
dented or fluted, to a Degree of Per- 
Jection, 1 had almoſt ſaid, to a Degree 
of Deception, ſcarcel y to be credited. 

G Near 
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Near the Cieling a Piece of Ord- 


nance projects out fa far into the Room, 


with its Bore ſo open and natural, that 


you imagine you can look down a con- 


 fiderable Depth into it. And particu- 


larly an Anchor of a Ship hangs ſo far 
Out from the Wall, that you ſeem to ſee 
the Shadow of it upon the Wall, at a 


© furprizing Diſtance behind it. But fil, 


even here, without it be your own Fault, 
you need not he decerved by any In- 
poſition upon your Senſes. All this is 
the neceſſary Conſequence of a due Inter- 
mixture of Colours, and Light, and Shade, 


producing by the unerring Rules of Art, 
founded in Nature, ſuch an Efed, at 


ſuch a Diſfance, and in ſuch a Situa- 


tion. The moſt perfect Artiſt Ani ſbes 


his Piece, not by arbitrary and random 
Strokes of Fancy, but by attending di- 
ligeitly to Nature's Laws, and obſery- 
ing inviolably her infallible Inſiructions. 
And if you would guard againſt the 


| Snares of fo pleaſing a Deception, you 


need only change your Place and Poſe 


Ft re, 


( 43) 


ture, approach nearer, or ſtep cloſer to 
the Object, and a ſingle Touch of the 
Hand diſcovers the Fallacy; the Delufion 
vaniſhes, and all the exquifite Workmans 
. ſhip. is nothing more than artificial 
Colourings ſpread upon a plain and even 
Surface, So that if you miſtake a Sha- 
dew for a Subſtance, it is not the Eye 
that deceives you, but your own weak 
Judgment, and want of Care and due 


Attention, { 


I know of no Objections to the Truth 
of the Evidence of our Senſes, of greater 
Weight and Strength than theſe, which, 
I hope, I have ſatis/aForily anſwer'd, 


| 8 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Objections to the Certainty of the 
Evidence of Senſe, taken from 
Scripture, examined and re- 


futed. 


UR Taſk is not half finiſhed, in 
replying to the common Inſtances 

of Deception, pretended to be diſcovered 
in the Contemplation of the outward 
Werks of God, which daily lie before us; 
but his ſacred and infallible Word ſhall 
be miſpleaded, and the Authority of Scrip- 
ture, our ſureſt Guide, and only perfect 
Rule of Faith, produced and urged, to 
prove the Fallibility or great Uncertainty 
of the Evidence of our Senſes, Thus 
Satan himſelf was transformed into an 
Angel of Light ; the Father of Lyes, ap- 
pealed to the Oracles of Truth, and the 
pure Word of God flowed from his ac- 


curſed and unhallowed Mouth, when he 


attacked our Bleſſed Saviour with a fair 
but 


TW © 
but in/idious Quotation; and he had the 
Aſſurance to tell him to his Face, it 18 
written, And thus his Agents, the Emiſ- 
ſaries of Darkneſs, are extremely expert 
in handling the ſame Weapon, and ſuper- 
inducing Clouds, and Blackneſs, and the 
thickeſt Veil, and Shades of Night, into 
that very Place, where God has ſaid, 
Let there be Light, and there was Light. 
How often are we told, and ſtunned, and 
ſtruck deaf with the Repetition, that the 
Scriptures afford pregnant Proof not bare- 
ly of the Fallibility, but of the actual 
Deception of our Senſes? How boldly 
and confidently is it demanded, Did not 
Moſes ſee a Buſh burning with Fire for 
a conſiderable Space of Time, and yet 
all the while remain unconſumed and un- 
hurt ? This could not be true elementary 
Fire, which has always a very different 
Effect. Did not the Magicians of Pba- 
raob, as well as Aaron, caſt down their 
Rods upon the Ground, and were not 
they transformed into Serpents and Frogs 
equally with his? Did not they change 
Water into Blood? And have mortal Men, 
: e 
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nd eſpecially wicked Men, oppofing the 
Will of Gad, any fuch creating Power; 
either inberent in themſelves, or poffible 
to be conveyed to them, by any Being, 
good or bad, whatſoever ? Muſt not this 
then be all Juggle and Impofture, a full 
and ample Proof of the deceivabls Nature 
of our Senſes? How did the Eyes of the 
Sodomites fail them when they could not 
ſee ſo much as the Door of Lots Houſe, 
though it ſtood. CE before their | 
heh by 


When Joſbua commanded the Sun 
and Moon to fland fiill, and not vary 
their Station for the Space of a whole 
Day, (Joſh: x.) how incredible is it, that 
the Courſe of Nature ſhould be thus 
altered, and the uniform invariable Re- 
volutions of the Planets in ſo unprece- 
dented a Manner difturbed and inter- 
rupted? And yet the Iſraelites are 
appealed to as Eye-witneſſes of the 
Fact; and it is recorded as an undoubted 
Truth in the genuine Memoirs of their 
Nation. Befides, if one Part of ' the 

Globe 
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Globe was thus miraculouſly enlightened 
by the Sun and Moon being arreſted; in 
their Courſe, other Parts of the World 


muſt needs be deprived of the Benefit of 


theſe Luminaries for the ſame Space of 
Time; and how could ſo remarkable a 


Darkneſs, and of fo long Continuance 


have failed to be regiſtered in the Chro- 
nicles of theſe Nations? And yet no 
Hiſtory in the World, except the ſacred 


| Hiſtory, takes the leaſt Notice of ſo o. 


niſbing an Event. Does not this then 
look like a Deceptio Viſus, or an Impoſi- 
tion upon the Senſes of one particular 
People, rather than the faithful Teſtimony 


of true and authentick Records? A pa- 


rallet Inſtance of the ſame Kind we 
have in the Days of Hegehiab, when the 
Prophet cauſed the Shadow of the. Dial 
of Ahaz (or according to ſome Interpre- 
ters of the Steps of his Garden) to ga 


back ſo many Degrees, and invert its 
Courſe, as if there was a real Retrogra- 


dation of the Sun. This could not be 


without the whole Courſe of our planetary 
Syſtem was altered; and if Abaz and 
| . otherg 
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! ethers have been thus deceived, how is the 
World in Aﬀer-ages ſecured againſt the 


Force of the like Illuſons? When our 
Bleſſed Saviour was ſeen walking upon the 
Sea, his moſt intimate Companions in 
their Fright and Conſternation fancied 


it was a Spirit, Mary Magdalen, after 


his Reſurrection, miſfook him for the 


Gardener. And when he was walking 


and converſing with wo of his Diſciples 


in the Way to Emmaus, ( Luke xxiv.) they 


did not ſo much as know that it was he. 


And if it be ſaid, the Reaſon of this their 


Ignorance is aſſigned, and that their Eyes 
were holden that they ſhould not know him, 
this makes the Ohje#ion ſo much the 


 Rronger ; for what becomes of the Faith- 


Fulneſs of the Reports of our Senſes if our 
Eyes are thus liable to be 4: fordered or 


blinded by foreign Influence? After this, 


he appeared, to the Amazement of all 
his Diſciples, in the very midſt of them, 
in a Room where the Doors were fa- 


ſtened, and there was no Paſſage left 
open for his Entrance (John xx.) Now 
this is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the 


/ Pro- 
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Properties of a natural human Body, and 
how then could the Diſciples /ee or be- 
lieve, or relate ſuch things, without be- 
ing egregiouſly impoſed upon ? Theſe 
things require a particular and diſtinct 
Conſideration. And if they can be ac- 
counted for, and cleared up, conſiſtently 
with the Authority of Scripture, and. the 
ſoundeſt Principles of true Philoſoph y, the 
0⁰ ections againſt the Evidence of our 
Senſes will be effectually corfiuted, and 
their Tz ftimony fixed upon a firm and 
immovable Foundation, I ſhall treat of 
each fairly and impartially i in their Order. | 
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(50) 
C ASE I 
Of the Burning Buſh. 


HE true Scripture Repreſentation 
1 ofthis Caſe, ! is, as follows, (Ex. iii.) 
Now Moſes came to the Mountain of 
God, even to Horeb. And the Angel of 
the Lord appeared unto bim in a Flame 
of Fire, out of the Mid/t of a Buſh ; and 
be hooked, and behold the Buſh burned 
17 Fire, and the Buſh was not con- 
ſumed. And Moſes ſaid, I will now 
turn afide, and ſee this great Sight, why 
the Buſh is not burnt, And when he is 
deterred from making any nearer Ap- 
proach, on account of the Sacredneſi of 
the Ground, now hallowed by the imme- 
diate Preſence of God, a Voice iſſueth 
out of the Buſh, and maketh this ſolemn 
Proclamation, I am the God of thy Father, 
the Gcd of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 
end the God of Jacob. This amazing 
Sight, and theſe awful Words, we read, 
% had this "my natural Effect upon Moſes, 
that 
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fhat be bid his Face, and was afraid te 
hook upon God. Here is as plain and per- 
| fe## an Account of a real Miracle, as 
Words can paint, the Mouth ſpeak, or the 
Heart of Man conceive. A Buſh, though 
& raging Fire is burning in the midſt of 
it, retains its original Shape and Form, 


untouched, unhurt, unconſumed. The Fire 
manifeſtly appears to be exceeding rapid 


and violent, No one is ſurpriſed that a 
gentle lambent Flame does not melt Lead, 


or Iron, or Gold, to which its Degree of 


Heat is no way proportionate, and if the 
Fire which Moſes ſaw was ſo weak and 
languid, as not to have Strength ſuffi- 
cient to make Impreſſion upon Materials 
inflammable as Bruſh-wood, or common 
Faggots, here was evidently no Cauſe of 

his Aſtoni ſoment and Wonder, It is not 
without Reaſon then, that Foſepbus af 
firms, that the Flame was frong and 
vebement. But now the Queſtion is, Was 
this great Sight, imaginary or real? an 
impoſition upon the Senſes of Moſes, by a 
Phantom, or Reſemblance only, or a Body 
of true and ſubParitial Fire! In order to 
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determine this, it is neceſſary to attend 


eloſely to the Scripture Account, and 


then to conſider the Weight and Force 
of the ae, which lie 2 1 it. 


- As to the Scripture Account here 18 
as ſtrong Proof as can be giyen, that 


this great and aſtoniſhing. Sight, which 
Moſes ſaw, was not fallacious but real, 
His Senſes were not impaired, or the 


Sight of his Eyes obſcured or dim, but 


he had the ſame Evidence of the Flame 
burning in the Midſt of the Buſh, as 
of the Exiftence of the Mountain on 


which he ſtood. The Information of his 
Eyes was true and certain, the Fire was. 


real Fire, the Flame was real Flame. 
He had the ſame Proof of its freaming 

out of the Buſh, as of the Buſh remain- 
ing incombuſtible; and his Teſtimony in 
both Caſes is equally to be regarded, or 
equally rejected. He is now going to be. 
ſent upon. an Expedition, as important as 


could be undertaken, or executed by Man, 


and this miraculous Appearance is to be 


the. Ground: of his Faith and Truſt in 
4 „ % - + - 7 | Ged, 
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God; a Proof that he would be with 


him, and enable him, by a /fretched-out-' 
Arm, by mighty Signs and Wonders, to 
perform what he commiſſioned: him to 
do. But now can any one imagine that 
a God of Wiſdom: would ſend out his 


1 


Meſſenger on ſuch an Errand, without 


_ ſure and certain Tokens and Credentials 


of his Divine Authority and Miſſion? Or. 


a God of Truth impoſe upon his faithful 
Servant, by a ſham, and abuſtve and 
mock Repreſentation of Things? What 
Hope or Confidence in God could the 
moſt aſtoniſhing Scene of Wonders incite, 
if it was ſtill dubrous and uncertain, whe- 
ther this Appearance was not ' fictitious 
and imaginary without any real Foun- 
dation in Truth and in Nature? What 
Proof could a falſe, or barely ſuppoſed 
View of things be, of the continual Pre- 


ſence of God, or the Interpoſition of a 
Divine Power, to work Future real 
Signs and Wonders? And yet certain 


it is, that Moſes, under the fulleſt Aſu- 


- rance. of the abſolute Certainty of what 
he ſaw and Near got only undertook, 


. 


ID ; | 2: but 


($5) 
but happily zxetured this great Work, to 
the Shome and Confuſion of his Rivels 
ard Competitors, who were forced to 
confeſs, that the Miracles which he 
wrought, were not pretended of feigned 
ones, but the real Power or Finger of 
God. Now if all the fuctreding Signs 
and Wonders which he wrought were 
not counterfeit, but genuine, what carer 
Proof can there be, that the whole Series 
was of the ſame Kind and Original, 
ſtamnped with the Tame Divine Impreſ- 
fion, equally evident and infallible ? If 
Moers Teſtimony is to be received; 
when he affirms that the Waters divided 
and ſtood on an Heap, to open a Paſſage 
for the 1/-2elites, when at the ſame time 
the Bulwarks were ſtruck down, and Pha- 
raob and his Hoſt were ovetwhelmed and 
periſhed in the Sea, he had no berter Eyes 
to ſee with, nor clearer Evidence of the 
Truth of 151 Fut, than when he ſaw 
the Buſh burning, or rather anburnt in 
the Fire. And if he cannot but believe 
his own Eyes in one Caſe, why is he 


not obliged, and why may he net with 
N __ 
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equa] Safety believe them in the aber? 2. 
The Truth is the Evidence in 40th Caſes, is 
clear and inconteſtible. He received the 
whole of his Information from a God of 
T, ruth, who cannot He or deccine.. 


But what then are the formidable 0ʃ. 
jeckions which are raiſed to the Truth of 
this Report? Why, it is 5ncon/ifent, it 
ſeems, with the - known Properties of 
Bodies, the Nature of Fire, and the 
ſettled, invariable Laus of Nature. E- 
very one knows that actual Fire will; 
reduce all combuſtible Materials to Afhes ;. 
and if the Fire which Ne e ſaw, had 
not this Effect, what can be plainer, then 
that it was only a falſe Appearance or 
Reſemblance of Fire, not real but i imagina- 
ry ? Aﬀew Words will ſuffice to ſhew. the 
Vanity of this. Plea, It is indeed a weak 
and di ifngenuous Shuffle, quite altering the 
true State of the Queſtion, and ryſing 
Clouds and Difficulties where in * 


tes are none. 


* 


The gelt obvitus Fallacy in this Abi 
ment 5 concludes from the preſent 
—— ; natural 
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natural State of things, that they with 


fill governed by the ſame Laws, and Joie 
produce the very ſame Effects in extraor- 
dinary and ſupernatural Caſes, which i is 
little better than a manifeſt Abſurdity or 
Contradiction. The great and wiſe Lau- 
0 0. giver of the Jews had trurr and more 
0 jj rational Sentiments of things. Had he 
| ſeen a Buſh falling into Aſhes, by Flames 
accidentally kindled, the Sight had nei-: 
ther been worthy of his  Curiofity nor 
Monder. It was the Novelty, the ſur- 
pr ifing and unaccountable Nature of the 
thing which raiſed his Attention and Alo. 
niſbment; and he proceeds to account for i it, 
not by denying the Evidence of his Senſes, 


nary and miraculous, the Effect not of any 
natural Cauſe, but of a ſupernatural and 
truly divine PN 


2. To affirm that the Flame which 
Moſes ſaw was not a Flame of real Fire, 
becauſe the Bufs was unconſumed, is fo 
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but by affirming the Caſe to be ertraordi- | 
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Far from being a reaſonable, that it is in 
truth à downright b/a/phemous Aſſertion. 
It is, in effect, to declare, that hat God. 
"who gabe Being and Laus to all the 
"Works of Natufe; his not Power to re- 
verſe" or change, or even ſuſpend Laws of 
nis ohn making. The Objefion would 
be öf qual Strength againſt what Moſes 
"beard, as againſt what he'/aw, The aw- 
ful Declaration; J am ibe God of thy Fa- 
tber; Nc. might us well be r repreſented 
48 vain arid chimerical, "becauſe i in a Baſh, 
or Fame of” Fire; there was no human 
s 0 or Organt of Speerh; from whence 
fuch 4 Voice could Foſiby proceed. Bat 
they who make ſich trifling Exceptions, 
' know neither rte U. c ities, nor the 
*Poteer "of God, (Exod. iv. 1 K God 
Himſelf 2 appeals *trito. Moſes, Who hath 
inale Man's I ür? *of Who thaketh 
"the of umb, or "Deaf; or "the Seeing, 7 or 
"he Band ö "have not 1 the Lord? 
Can that” God Who: cheated all thin: 25, 
want any Perfechion that he has be- 
ſtowed upon his Creuturet! ? He © that 
N I made 
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malle the Eye, ſhall he not ſee ? Or he 


with a clear and intelligible Voice, is it 
not equally abſurd, and equally impious, 
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that gave Man his Mouth, be ama to 
eternal Silence, without any Poſſibility 
of Speech or Utrerance? Now if it be 
abſurd and impious; notwithſtanding God 
is 4 Spirit, and deſtitute of all corporeal 
Organs, to ſappoſe him incapable of 
forming articulate & ounds, and ſpeaking 


to ſuggeſt that he cannot reſtrain the 
Violence of Fire, and preſerve Bodies natu- 
rally periſhable from Decay or Corruptis on? 
And if this is the Truth of the Caſe, the 
Argument that the Fire was not real, 
becauſe the - Buſh remained unconſumed, 
has no manner of Weight, nor is it any 
Proof of Defe# or Imperfe&tion, in the 
Senſes of Moſes, but. vain and atheiflical, 
and levelled directly againſt the Power of 
God. To ſay that God cannot do any 
thing, within the Compaſs of Power, is 
uſing not the Reaſon of a Man, but the 
Language of a Fool; of that Fool, who 
| hath ſaid in his Heart (Pal, Iii. 1.) 
| there 


(459) 

there is no God. For a God devoid of 
Power, or any other -poſible Perfection, 
is manifeſtly degraded from his Divinity, 

and ſunk down to a poor and helpleſs Idol, 
not the Sovereign Lord, and amnipotent 
Commander of the Univerſe, but a Crea- 
ture of a vain and fichly Imagination, a 
deſpicable Object of Contempt and De- 


” 


* 


(' 6p. ) 
po CASE 1. ves 


m the Conteſt. "Lerwixt. Moſes, 
Aaron, and Pharach n A 


5 cia HS. 


H 18 poſlihly may ſeem 1 "Ca 
of greater Difficulty, a much 
harder Task to reconcile the preſent Ap- 
pecarances of Deception, with the uner- 
ring Truth, of the Information of our 
Senſes, And yet I am greatly miſtaken, 
if this may not be done confiftently with 
the Authority of God's Word, and to the 
Conviction of every unbiaſſed and ſincere 
Enquirer. To this End, let it be ob- 
ſerved, | 
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That the Scripture Account, though 
true and authentick, ſufficient to anſwer 
all Purpoſes, but thoſe of a wanton Curio- 
fity, or uſeleſs Impertinence, is neverthe- 
Jeſs very ſhort and conciſe. There was 
no Occaſion in a thing juſt tranſacted, 
to recite all Particulars, and give an 

exact 


(6) 


exact Detail of every ſeparate Punfilio 
and Circumſtance. Ihe leaſt Hint of 2 
Fatt ſo notorious, in every ones Mouth, and 
gainſaid by 0. boch, was enough for the 
preſent Generation, Fully appriſed of every 
Particular ; and it was not the Bufineſs 
or Intent of Mo ſes, in his very ſhort Ac- 
count, to guard againſt all the idle Cavils, 
and frivolous Impertinencies of Obj jeQory 
in future Ages. It had indeed — vain 
and ſuperflugus to have done this, when 


once his very Rivals acknowledged theic 
Defeat, and confeſſed that the Miracles 
wrought by Aaron, were the Finger of 
Cod; the Point was gained, the Cauſe 
was given up, and it would have looked 
like Suſpicion or Diſtruſt of the Truth 
and Goodneſs of it, to have taken further 
unneceſſary Pains, and laboured the Proof 
of a Point, univerſally acknowledged as 
incontgſtible. What Occaſion had he to 
relate, (what every one then knew) that 
Moſes and his Brother were encountered 
by an equal N umber of Magicians, and 
that their Names were Tannes and 
Fambres ? (2 Tim. n. 6.) If theſe 

things 
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things haye come to our Knowledge 
ſince, by Aller- Records and Accounts, 
this is a Confirmation of the Truth of 
Scripture-Hiflory,” and a Proof of the 
Notoriety of the Fact, when there was 
nothing elſe wanting for Moſes to do, 
than to give a bare Hint of them in the 
ſhorteſt Manner, But now, if his Ac: 
count be fo very brief and conciſe, it can - 
not be ſurpriſing if, after o Succeſſion of ſa 
many Ages, when other traditional Ac 
counts are loft, and original Circumſtances 
quite forgotten, there ſhould be ſ ome 
Obſcurity and Darkneſs i in it. This muſt 
neceſſarily be the Caſe of all ſhort Ab- 
Aradts of antient H. Mory. But then any 
Difficulties of this Kind, if at fo great a 
Diſtance. of Time really unſurmountable, 
can no more affect the Truth of his Me. 
moirs, than thoſe of any other very an- 
tient, credible Hiſtorian. The only Uſe 
I would make of this Obſervation 1 Is, that 
we can't expect ſo full, and clear and 
ſatigfactory a Solution of all Doubts and 
Difficulties which may now ariſe, as 3 
more copious and explicit Relation of all 
Articles 


( 65.) 


Articles might haye. afforded us. But ; 
though it be Juſt and pirate, that the 
Writings of Moſes ſhou Id be read with 
the ſame Candour and Indulgence, as the 
Antiquities of any other eminent Hi No- 
rian, yet. 1 would fan flatter mylelf, | 
that in the preſent Caſe, we do not 
ſtand in need, even of this favourable 
Allowance, but that we have Lig bt ſuf- 
ficient for all our Purpoſes, | Let us chen 
conſult him, as our Faithful Guide, 


T: ake his Account: in his own Words. 


7 


And Moſes and Aaron Far vi. A | 
went in unto Pharaoh, and they. did ſo, 
as the Lord had conimanded : And Aaron 
caſt down bis Rod before Pharaoh, and 
it became 4 Serpent. Then Pharaoh alſo 
called the. Wiſemen, and the Sorcerers : 


Now the Magicians in Egypt, they alfo 
did i in like manner with tbeir Encbant- 


ments, For they caſt down every Man 
bis Rod, and they became 8 Serpents,” "But 
Aaron s Rod, now a real Serpent, | fwal- | 
lowed up their Rods, or | the Serpents 
ſub- 


(64) 
tubftitated in "thelr rom: Upon thele 
Words, who can help maki 8 the fo 

lowjny g Oblerrations ? | 2 00 


1. Moſes and Aaron with chilteige, 
25 15 Claim to a divine Authority and 
Power, The . iſemen a nd Sorteters, at 
und er the Command and Taftuence of 
Pharaoh, pretend to no divine "Power 
or  Commilſſh ion, but truſt to their ow 
Art and Skill in Magick, and rely en- 
tirely and foley, upon the Virtue 'of 


Charms and Intanta. tions. 


2. As Pharaoh gpbrebended nothing 
5 than the Loſs of the Service of ths 
whole Hebrew Nation, if lie conſented 
to the Requeſt of Moſes, 10 Jet then 
go, ſo he muſt Be Arongiy biaſrd and 
: prejudiced in Favour of thofe Men, 
whom, by Reaſon of their bold Pribinficbs 
to Supernatural Power, he made Choice 
of to counteract, and equal. ni 5 his 
mighty. Warks, He had a great worldly 
Tnteref at heart, which would Mind his 

Eyes, 


(65) 


Eyes, and pervert his Judgment, and 
make him give Credit to any Evidence, 
which did but ſeem favourable to his 
own Wiſhes and Inclinations, 


It is probable that the Rod of Aaron 
* converted into a Serpent of the moſt 
noxious and venemous Kind, which was 
certainly the Caſe when Moſes's Rod 
was thus transformed, or he would have 
had no Occaſion, (Ex. iv. 3.) to flee 
from before it. And it is certain that 
the Serpents produced by the Ma- 
gicians were both much 1% in Size, 
(for they were ſwallowed up by Aaron's 
Serpent) and probably of a barmic eſs and 
inoffenſrve Nature. 


4. Thoogh we learn upon the Au- 
thority of St. Paul, that Fannes and 
Fambres were the two principal Actors 
in this Competition, yet it ſeems by Me- 
ſes's Account, that many more were pre- 
ſent at leaſt, if not concerned in the 
; for de expreſſly alſures us, 

K that 
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that be/ides what the Magicians did with 
their Inchantments, Pharaoh: alſo called 


the Wiſemen and the Sorcerers, Now 
in caſe of any Juggle or Impoſition, here 
were Aſſociates and Confederates in the 
Plat, ready at hand to carry on the 
Cheat, and influenced by the Hopes of 
all the Favours and Honours, which a 
great and ſplendid Court conld grant to 
promote the Delufion. _ 


F. The turning of the Rods into Ser- 
pines by the Magicians is aſcribed not 
to the Power of God, but to their ow 
Skill in Bnchantments, Now it is an En- 
quiry of very great Importance, Wax 
this even poſfible + Or what was the real 
Skill and Power of theſe Men ? Power 
it is certain they could have none, but 
what derived to them from the . Gods 
which they worſhipped. What then were 
theſe Gods? Either fabulous and fiti- 
tious ones which never had Being but 
in the Brains, or rather Dreams of 


thoſe, who gave them their Exiffence, ME 


mere 


(6) 
mere Vanities and Nothings, or elſe — 
Dead Men or Women, deify'd by their 
Fellow Mortals, on Account of the emi- 
nent Services they had done their Coun- 
try, or the Uſefulneſs of their extraor- 
dinary Inventions, whilſt upon Earth. 
(It would be doing them too great 
: Honour, to add to theſe the Names 
of mi 'gbty Princes and Conquerors, whom 
the Voice of Sycophants and Platlerers 
has immortalized and entbroned in Hea- 
ven, for their Inbumanity, and Rob- 
beries, and continually repeated Murders, 
to the waſting and depopulating of the 
Earth. Theſe execrable Tyrants, the 
Plagues and Scourges of Mankind, ought 
not to be mentioned but with a Brand 
of Infamy, or thought of but with De- 
teftation and Horror.) The Sun, and 
Moon, and Planets, arid Earth, or Seas, 
or even ſubterraneous Regions have been 
appointed, as Seats of Reſidence to thefe 
imaginary Deities, and Virtues of di- 
verſe Kinds and Qualities, hence appro- 
1 and aſeribed to the Influence of 
| K 2 Stars, 
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Stars, 28 wonderful and real, as the Pre- 


fence, or Powers, or Godhead of their new 
Inhabitants : Mighty, without doubt then 
muſt be the Feats and Atchievements of 
the blind Votaries of ſuch impotent ima- 
ginary Gods and Goddeſſes as theſe ! 


Carmina vel cœlo pofun dirty 
lunam. - Pirg. Ec. 


muſt certainly be ſpoke with a very grave 
and ſerious Air, and the Heart of the Poet, 


deeply affected, when he introduces his Pra- 


digies and Apparitions, and embelliſhes his 
Deſcription of Ghofs of departed Heroes, 


with all the Circumſtances of Pomp and 


Solemnity, and Dread and Horror. With 
what a Spirit of true ſatirical Raillery, 
does his intimate Friend, and favourite 
Companion Horace, ſpudder and tremble, 
and cry for Quarter and Mercy at the 


Hands of the powerful, inſulting, inexo- 


rable Canidia ? (Hor, Od.) And how 


muſt theſe. great Men, both profe fed f 


Epicureans, laugh inwardly at the Credu- 
th of maſh poor deluded Wretches, who 


of could i 


669) 
could even think they were in earneſt, 
whilſt, with the moſt cutting Sneer, they 
were only ridiculing and expofing the 
Vanity of theſe weak and ſuperſtitions Foo- 
kries? Let them ſpeak their rea! Senti- 
ments, and then 


Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, 
— fagas, 

Nocturnos lemures, portentaque Theſ- 
ſala rides? ur. Epiſt. ult. 


is the Language of their Hearts, and they - 
expreſs themſelves as the ſage and wiſe 


Reaſon, It is but of ſmall Weight to ob- 
je& here, that the greateft Men in the 
moſt powerful Republi cks, ſupported and 
countenanced theſe Errors ———— that the 
Romans in particular, had their Augures 
and Auruſpices, — — that none but 
Senators, or Perſons of bigh Rank and 
Eminence were admitted to theſe honaur- 
able di diftinguiſhing Offices that the 
noted Oracles in remote Countries, were 


bent to, and conſulted on any Emergencie es 
of 


Conſulters of the Oracles of Truth and 


(70 


of State, - and that even the Laws of 
the AA Tables, ſuppoſed the Truth 
and Efficacy of magical Charms and Ope- 
rations, in which are theſe Words, Qui 

Fruges incantaſſit, = neve alienam ſege- 
tem pollexeris. For all this proves only, 

that the greateſt Stateſmen, and moſt 
conſummate Politicians, did not think it 
unbeſeeming their Wiſdom or Dignity, 
to take Advantage of the Credulity of the 

| deluded Multitude, and to promote the 
Intereſt of their Country, even by ſtocping 
to encourage popular Errors and Super- 

. fritions. In the mean time, what the 
Sentiments of the wiſe and ſagacious were 
concerning the Reality of theſe Powers, 
appears evidently from the following 
Citation, Sen. Lib. 4. Nat. Queſt, Et 
apud nos in lege duodecim Tabularum 

þ cavetur, ne quis alienas fruges excan- 

0 tafſit; Rudis adhuc antiquitas credebat, 
| et attrahi imbres cantibus et repelli, quo- 

| rum nihil poſſe fieri, tam palam eſt, ut 

i | &jus rei causa nullius Philoſophi Schola 

9 intfanda fit. And even amongſi ourſelves, 


_ ſufficient — is made by the Law of | 
| the 


(72) 
the. tawelve' Tables, that no one by the 
Virtue of Charms tranſplant bis Neigh- 
_ bour's Corn into his own Field. For our 
Porefathers were fo extremely ignorant, as 
to believe that even Showers might be pro- 
cured or diverted, by the Eff cacy of In- 
cantations, the I mpoſſibili ty of which i is as 
manifeſt, as that there never was a School 
erected upon this Plan by any one Phileſo- 
pher to teach the Art. What a Farce 
and ridiculous Scene of Pageantry, would 
it nw ſeem, to haye a renowned General, 
gone abroad on an important Expedition, 
zecalled haſtily from the Head of his 
Army, to aſſiſt in a ſolemn, reli gious Pro- 
£effion, only becauſe a Lamb has. been 
yeaned with 7wo Heads, a T ower Or 
Church ftruck with Lightning, or the 
World been amuſed with fabulous Re- 
ports, of a Cow that was heard tp /peak, 
or Showers of Stones that fell in certain 
Places ! And yet how many Roman Con- 
fuls, on Occaſions frivolous as theſe, have 
been recalled from the Armies they com- 
manded, or Dictators choſe, to avert the 


Wrath of Heaven, portended by theſe 
| Prodigic s, 
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Prodigies, by performing the ſaered Cre. 
mony of driving a Nail into the Temple? 
And the doing this with the Gravity 
and Authority of the chief Magiſtrate in 
Rome, and with a religious Awe and Re-. 
verence, has raiſed their Reputation, and 
made them as venerable for their Piety, 
as the Laurels they had before reaped, 
had done on account of their Courage, 
and military Skill and Conduct in the 
Day of Battle. The Conſulting the 
Flight of Birds, or inſpecting the En- 
trails of Beaſts ſlain for Sacrifice, in order 
to diſcover the Fate of Battles, or the 
Iſue of other important Eventi, would 
always be laugh at, by the ſober and 
judicious Part of Mankind. But if fa- 
vourable and propitious Omens would 
raiſe the Spirits of a drooping Army, and 
give them aſſured Hopes of Succeſs and 
Victory, it was thought not inconſiſtent 
with the Maxims of the ſoundeſt Policy to 
preſerve themſelves and Conntry, even by 
the low Arts of Deceit and Impoſfture: 
For the ſame Reaſon, the Sybilline O- 
racles were intruſted only in the Hands 
, of 


© 0 OE 
We 


(73) 
of the Decemviri, or great and 701 ſe Men, 
to be produced as Occaſions of State 
ſhould require, to mould and influence the 
Hearts of a fubborn, but yet governable, 
becauſe a greatly blinded and ſuperſtitious 


People. And if Demoſthenes could ob- 


ſerve, that Apollo's Oracle at Delphos had 


learned $19umnitey, the Romans were 


not inſenſible of the Advantages to be 
derived from thence, nor ignorant of the 


Mays and Means to obtain Anſwers pro- 
pitious and favourable, as their Hearts 


could wiſh. But {till all this ſhews, not 
the Preſcience or Power of falſe Gods, but 
the Sxill and Art of political Governors, 
to make the moſt corrupt Religion an 
Engine of State-Craft, and to extract 
ſome preſent temporal Good, out of the 
moſt borrid of ſpiritual Evils: 


But we need not remain under Doubts 
and Difficulties, ot loſe ourſelves in La- 
bjrinths and Mazes, if we will but con- 
ſult the Vord of God. There we ſhall 


find that theſe bold Pretenders to Power 
more than human, inſtead of being able 


L " 
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to diſlurb and confound the Peace and 
Order of Nature, were, like the Gods 
they worſhipped, weak and impotent, and 
had no Strength or Help in them. The 
whole Tribe, ranged under whatever 
Denomination, whether of Soothſayers, 
Diviners, Wizards, Necromancers, Aftro- 


logers, Sorcerers, Magicians, or Conſul- 
ters of familiar Spirits, is condemned in 
the Lump, never mentioned but with 
Aubborrence and Contempt, and fo far 
from being conſidered as poſſeſſed of 
divine ſupernatural Powers, that it is made 
a capital Offence, in the People of God, 
but to conſult them, or give the leaſt 
Credit to their idle and impious Preten- 
ſions (Lev. xx. 6.) How remarkably 
ſirong and cogent is the Reaſon of the 
Prohibition (Deut. xviii. 10, 11, 12.) 
When thou art come into the Land, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt 
not learn to do after the Abominations of 
theſe Nations. There ſhall not be found 
among you any one that maketh bis Son or 
bis Daughter fo paſs through the Fire, or 
_ that 


9 
that uſeth Divinations, or an Obſerver of 
Times, or an Inchanter, or a Witch, or a 
Charmer, or Conſulter with familiar Spi- 
rits, or a Wizard, or a Necromancer ; | 
for all that do theſe things are an Abo- 
mination to the Lord; and becauſe of 
theſe Abominations, ſhall the Lord thy 
God drive them out from before thee. 
They are waging War with Heaven, 
and ſo far from profiring thoſe who con- 
ſult them, that they ſhall not be able 
to ſave themſelves from Deſtruction. It 
muſt be confeſſed, theſe Terms are un- 
derſtood, in ſuch different Senſes, by the 
Learned, that there is great Difliculty 
in determining their true and preciſe 
Meaning, and from hence collecting the 


various Powers, or Claims of thoſe, to 
whom they are applied. In all Languages, 
Words, in procels of Time, deviate from 
their primitive Meaning, and are uſed in 
a good, or bad Senſe, according to the- 
prevailing Cuſtoms or Opinions of Aſter- 
ages. Whatour Tranflators call Witches, 
ſome have rendered Poi ſoners, Mixers of 
; L 4 bareful 


. 
baneful Drugs to deſtroy innocent People, 


others, Conje dturers, or Pretenders to the 
working of Miracles, nay ſome learned 


Men have even tranſlated it wife Women ; 
though it is very certain, (Ex. xxii. 18.) 


Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a wiſe Woman to live, 


could never be the frue original Mean- 


ing of the Law. The Vulgar Opinions 
of Witckcraft, even ſtill too prevailing, 
are all Novelties of modern Growth, the 
Product of dark and ſuperſtitious Ages, 
unheard of in the Days of the antient 
Prophets, and unknown even in the 
Times of the Holy Apoſtles. The Phraſe 
Conſulters of familiar Spirits, has nothing 
at all, it ſeems, to ſupport or countenance _ 
it in the Hebrew Language, but might, 
with greater Propriety, have been ren- 


dered, Conſulters of Oracles, Diviners, or 


Miracle-mongers, than explained by an 
Aſſemblage of Words of no Uſe but to 
confirm groſs Errors, and vulgar but 
horrid Superſtitions, In like Manner, the 
Word Magicians was not always a 
Name of Reproach but of Honour. The 
three eminent Perſons who came by the 

8 Leading 


M Leading of a Star to worſhip our Bleſſed 
2 Saviour, were Magi, or Magicians, but 
yet conſidered, by all Chriſtians, not as 
infamous Wretches, but as wiſe Men, 
or venerable Eaſtern Sages. And when= 
ever the Sorceries, Witchcrafts, Divina- 
tions, &c. forbidden by God, as Abo- 
minations in his Sight, are confined to a 
bad Senfe, we are not to ſearch for the 
true Meaning of theſe Words in modern 
Books, where new Notions and Opinions 
are adopted, unheard of in former Ages, 
but may, with much greater Safety, un- 
derſtand them, of Arts and Devices, by 
pretended Inſpirations and Viſions, or con- 
ſulting of Oracles, or lying Signs of 
Wonders, to ſeduce Men from the Wor- 
ſhip of the true God to that of Idols. 
The Attempt of the Prieſts of Baal, 
(1 Kings xviii. 26.) to extort an Anſwer 
from their God by Leapings, and antick 
Geſticulations, and cutting themſelves with 
Kuves and Lancers, till the Blood guſhed 
out upon them, ſufficiently explains of 
what Nature tbe Whoredoms and many 
Miteb- 
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Witchcrafts of Fezebel were, (2 Kings ix. 
22.) whoſe Heart was fully ſet upon 
baniſbing the God of Iſrael, and eftabliſh- 
ing the Worſhip of Baal. Like the Mo- 
tber of Har lots, and Abominations of the 
Earth, ſtigmatized in the Revelations, 
(Chap. xu.) ſhe ſought to make the In- 
babitants of the Earth drunk with the 
Wine, or potſonous Dofrines, and Fil- 
thineſs of her ſpiritual Fornication. But 
her Power was vain, as that of the God 
in which ſhe fruſted. She might have 
joined her Prieſts in their Vociferation, 
and cried to this very Day, O Baal, Hear 
,, without there being any Voice, or 
Power able to return an Anſwer. The 
good Prophet's ſevere Rebuke and Inſult, 
when he calls upon them (1 Kings 
Xviil, 27.) to cry aloud, for be is a God, 
either be is talking, or he is purſuing, or 
be is in a Journey, or peradventure he 
' fleepeth, and muſt be awaked, is really a 
Ccimpliment upon ſuch a God, and a kind of 
Apology for his deluded Worſhippers. For 
this ſuppoſes him poſſeſſed of ſome De- 
gree of Senſe and Perception, of a Power 


: of 


Ee 
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of Sleeping and Dreaming at leaſt, (glo- 
rious Prerogatives of a divine Nature!) 
whereas the Scripture repreſents the Idols 
of the Heathens as mere Stocks and Stones, 
quite deſtitue of the leaſt Symptom of 
Life or Senſation, which can neither ſee, 
nor hear, nor ſpeak, nor move, nor ſtir 
to help themſelves, or thoſe who truſt in 
them. Can then any believe, that the 
blind Worſhippers of ſuch a God (and 
ſuch were the Magicians of Pharaoh) 
were ever inveſted with a Zruly divine 
Power, an incommunicable Attribute of 
the Moſt High, and enabled to create 
Serpents, or give Life to inanimate Sub- 
ſtances? They muſt not preſume to mark 
others with a Brand of Credulity, who 
can believe ſuch impious Abſurdities them- 
ſelves. I cannot caſily be induced to 
think, that ſuch frange Notions could 
ever have gained Credit in the World, 
if the prevailing Opinion of Devils preſid- 
ing and delivering out Oracles in the 
Ti emples of Heathens, had not given a 
Handle to over-zealous Chriſtian Apologiſts 
to nagniſy the Power of Satan, in order 
x that 
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chat the Glory of God might be more 
conſpicuous by the Congueſts of thoſe illu- 
ſtrious Champions, who were daily re- 
ported to put to filence, and triumph over 
the Powers of Darkneſs. But this Point 
I leave to the Diſcuſſion of the Learned, 
engaged in the Controverſy concern- 
ing the Continuance of Miracles in the 
Church after the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles. 
Not that I think that there are plain Rules 
wanting for the Direction of J/ncere 
well-meaning Chriſtians, in theſe Caſes. 
The following duly obſerved, and judi- 
ciouſly applied, muſt be a great Preſer- 


vative againſt Error. 


1. Where notorious Impoſtures have 


been detecked, as in the Oracles of the Hea- 


thens, it behoves us to be exceeding cir- 
cumſpeck and cautious, how we give cre- 
dit to any Reports, which ſeem to fas 
wour or countenance the Cauſe of Idolatry. 


2. A God of Truth cannot deny him- 
ſelf, or a jealous God give his peculiar 
Honour to another. This would not be 
1 doing 
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doing Fuſtice to the great and incompre- 
henfibly glorious Attributes of his own 
moſt per fett Nature. But a true and righ- 
teous Being can no more act 7njuſtly with 
reſpect to himſelf, than unequally and 
partially with reſpe& to others. Conſe- 
quently, all Pretenders to divine Powers, 
acting in Oppoſition to the Holy Name 
of Ged, are notorious Cheats and Im- 

Poſtures. 


3. We are exhorted, (1 John iv. 1.) 
Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spi- 
rits whether they be of God. Examine 
with all Care and Accuracy the Creden- 
tials of thoſe who lay claim to ſpiritual 
Powers, And we have a plain Rule to 
walk by, (Mat. vii. 20.) By their Fruits 
ye ſhall know them, Bad Men, however 
their Lives diſgrace their Profeſſion, may 
be Preachers of Truth and Rrgoteoufmeſs, 
Thus the Scribes and Phariſees fat in 
Moſes's Chair, and by the Authority of 
Chriſt himſelf, were to be heard, whilſt 
they taught the pure and uncorrupted 
Defrmes of the Law, But had thefe 
«ET RO a ame 
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ſame Mer, though of ever ſo great Repnie 
for Sanctity of Life and Manners, nay, 
though they had attempted to prove the 


|) Truth of their Doctrines by Signs and 
1 Wonders, advanced any thing in Fayour 
5 of Idols, or inconſiſtent with ſound Mo- 
0 rality, theſe were Fruits, by which they 
= would be known to be Deceivers, not 
Hs faithful Diſciples of Moſes, but Apoſtates 


from the Holy and living God, Of a 
ſimilar Nature is the Rule (Deut. xviii. 
22.) to Uiſtinguith 2 ſe Prophets from 
true, If any Man, in ſupport of Ido- 
latry, give a Sign or a Wonder, which 
comes not to pals, this is a plain Proof 
that a God of Truth has not ſent him, 
but he hath ſpoken of himſelf, and pre- 
ſumptuonſly, and it is added, hou ſhalt 
not be afraid f bim. It is not ſaid, if 
the Sign or the IWander do come to paſs, 
thou ſhalt receive him as a true Prophet; 
for great Sagacity in conſidering the 
preſent Conjunfure of Affairs, or the Na- 
ture of Cauſes and Effects, or even a 
lucky Conjefture, may in ſome Caſes 
enable Men to ſeem to have the Know- 
ledge 


of 
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ledge of Puturity ; but if the Prediction 
= , this demonſtrates him to be a falſt 

; and as nothing can prove a Falſhood 
to Ws Trath, or Idolatry and Piety the 
fanie thing; the Thing foretold, or the 
Sign given to prove this, cannot be real; 
ot the Work of God; but the Delufion of 
Man, or evil Spirits, counterfeit and ſpu- 
rious, So that there is not that Difficulty 
in trying the Spirits, whether they be of 
God, which may be imagined; The moſt 
weighty - Truths, are thoſe which are 
plaineft arid moſt eaſy to be anderſtood. 
And ih order to diſcern theſe, it is not 
great and extenſive Knowledge; ſo much 
as an boneſt Heart, and pious Diſpoſition 
of Mind that is wanted: We know who 
hath ſaid, ſpeaking of his Heavenly.Fa- 
ther, (Jobn vii. 17.) Fam Man will do 
his Will, be ſball know of the Doctrine 
whether it be of God: Eft ubi vel vulgus 
redtum videt; Inſtances are not wanting, 


where the meanet have embraced the 
Trurb, whilſt the Wiſe and Learned; al- 


moſt to a Man, have been faft bound in 
the # Chains of Error, Thus the People 
OTE M {4 (Jobn 
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684) 
(Toby vii. 49.) who were ſo deſpiſed and 
hated, and even held accurſed for their ex- 


treme Ignorance of the Law, and not fol- 
lowing the Example of the Rulers and 


_ Phariſees, ſhewed themſelves wiſer than 


theſe their righteous Judges, by believing 
in Chriſt, whilſt the whole Body of their 
great Council conſpir d to reject, and deliver 


bim up to be crucified, as a Decei ver of 


the People. In ſhort, the Spirits may be 


tryed, by all fincere, and virtuous, and 


Well-di iſpoſed Men. And this may be laid 
down as an infallible Rule or Touch. lone, 


no Signs, no Wonders, no Miracles can be 


true, which overturn the Joundations of 
moral Goodneſs, or are inconſiſtent with 
the Attributes, or eſſential Perfections of 
God. ; ien tic age 


| 4. A Kingdom divided againſt itſelf 
cannot land, (Mark iii. 24.) This is equal- 
ly true of all Kingdoms, whether of God 


and of Righteouſneſs, or of Satan and the 


Powers of Darkneſs. And to ſuppoſe any 
thing like a Coalition of theſe claſhing 
and oppojite , ſeems as great an 

| — 


625.) 

Abſurdity as can well enter into the 
Heart of Man. The extreme unaccount- 
able Diffidence and Caution, with which 
ſome Chriſtian Writers expreſs them- 
ſelves on this Head, as not knowing 
for what inſcrutable Reaſons the Provi- 
dence of God may permit Evil and ſe- 
ducing Spirits, to work Signs and Won- 
ders, whether for the Manifeflation of 
his own Glory, or the Superiority of his 
faithful Servants, enabled to triumph 
over them, ſeems rather to ſavour more 
of Piety of Intention, than Soundneſs of 
Judgment. For my own Part, I. freely 
confeſs, that with the utmoſt Strength of 
Imagination, I cannot eaſily frame a more 
. ludicrous and childiſh Image, than that 
of the Father of Lights, arrayed in un- 
approachable Glory, ſtanding forth to out- 
ſhine and eclipſe the faint Glimmering of 
Brightneſs, diſcoverable in a poor, wretched 
and deſpicable Glow. avorm, for ſuch is all 
created Strength, when compared with 
the Arm of the Almighty. | What Being, 
whether in Heaven or on Earth, can 


ſtand before his Preſence, who, with a 
| Word 


(869 
Mord of bis Mouth, a Breatb of his Difſ- 
| Phaſure, or a Frown of bis Countenance, 
can; in a Moment, daſh all Rival Powers 
into Nothing? Inſtead therefore of ſup- 
poſing bim to enable ſeducing Spirits to en- 
counter bis fai thful Servants, or grand 
them even Permiſion to do Evil, though 
their certain Defeat is to be the Conſe- 
quence of ſo vain a Competition, how 
much more applicable are the Apoſtle's 
Words, on this Occaſion; and more con- 
vincing to a rational Mind, (2 Cor. vi. 14.) 


What Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with 


Unrighteouſneſs ? and what Communion 
bath Light with Darkneſi ? — and uber 
Agreement hath the Temple of God (mucli 


leſs God himſelf ) irh Ido? But there 


is no Hint of the Interpofition of Devils 
in the Conteſt between Aaron and the 
Magicians, or any ſuch Notion prevails 
ing in the Writings or Time of Moſes, , 
And if it be boldly aſſerted, that a crea'- 
ing Power here challenged by mortal 
Men, was all Delufion and Inpoſture, 
the Adverſaries of revealed Religion, are 
allowed 


— 7 
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allowed free Liberty to make the beſt 


= 3 Impoſtures. But how does 
this appear when Moſes deſcribes both 


687) 


they can of the Concęſſun. Are we ſo? 
they will ſay; why then Jo! triumphe 
the Conqueſt is gained, the Evidence of 


Senſe js controuled and diſcarded, and the 


mighty Miracles of divine Revelation, are 
dwindled into the meagre Shape of vile 
Trick and Impoſture, Not too faſt, good, 
dear, haſty Sirs! you may chance to be 
ſtopped ſhort in your Career, and ſoon. 
obliged to retra& your raſh and groundleſs 
Aſſertion. The Cauſe of revealed 'Rolt- 
gion, or the Honour of the true Prophets. 
of God, 1 hope, is not to be affected by 
there being Cheats and Deceivers to be. 
found amongſt an idolatrous People. The 


: 2 of the former are true and cer- 


„of the latter, only lying Wonders, 


in Terms equally ſtrong, as if they were 
really equally miraculous'? Thus if Auraua 
Rod became a Serpent, thoſe of the Magi- 
cians, he uſes the ſame Word, became 
Serpents alſo. Now if in the one Caſe. 


e ne was real, and in the 
other 


(8) 
other counterfeit and ſpurious; how is it 
confiſtent with the Character of a fuith- 
ful Hiſtorian, or true Prophet, not to in- 
timate that the Transformation, pretended FE: 
to be wrought by the Magicians, was in 
Appearance only, and probably had -not 
even this Appearance to any but Pharaoh 
and his Aﬀecrates In anſwer to this Ob- 
jection, let the following Particulars t be 
well conſidered. e 


1. It is 3 to think that the Ma- 
gicians would repreſent their Caſe, at 
leaſt as favourably as Moſes has done, 
and not to the Diminution of their own 
Power. 


* 10 was not worth while to contra- 
dict their Account, if the Operation was 
ſo clumſy: and hungling, that every diſ- 
cerning Perſon might from this very 
Account ſee tbro the Contrivance, and 
detect the Cheat. Now there are ſeve- 
ral very ſuſpicious Circumſtances in this 
Relation, which ſeem . to . expoſe the 
Trieks and Impoſtures of theſe Men. 
P It 
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It required no more Art or Power to 
create a Wand or Rod, than a Serpent. 


If therefore they had been actually poſ- 

ſeſſed of a divine Power of Creation, 

they might have gone on with the 

Conteſt, firſt have created freſh Rods, 
and then have converted theſe again 

into Serpents, and by repeated Experi- 
ments, have given fuller Demonſtra- 

tion of their Art and Power, But this 

they never attempted, which was a kind 
of tacit Acknowledgment, that on their 

Serpents being devoured, their Skill was 

at an end, They could not ſo much 

as produce freſh Wands, and if theſe 

had been ready at hand, had probably 

no freſh Supply of Serpents, wherewith 

to renew the Attempt. 


5 
. 


3. The Feats they oppoſed to the Mi- 
racles of Aaron, were of ſuch a Nature, 
as any common Artiſt or Juggler might 
attempt and ſucceed in. With what 
Eaſe would a dexterous Fellow, who 
impoſes upon a Room full of Company, 

ä by 
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by ſhewing an empty Bag, and then 
producing out of it Plenty of Eggs, and 9 
afterwards the Hen ſuppoſed to lay them, a ; 
repeat. the- ſame Experiment with a few - 
harmleſs Frogs, or innocent Serpents ? 1 
But if his Bag was taken away from A 
him, the Eggs all broke, and the Hen 
killed, or ſwallowed up before his Eyes, 
then, as in the Caſe of the Magicians, 
his Power would vaniſh, and the Cheat 
be diſcovered, As to the changing, or 
rather ſeeming to Change, a ſmall Quan- 
tity, poſſibly only a little Phial of Wa- 
fer into Blood, how eaſily would this be 
effected by any Perſon of the leaſt Skill in 
Chemiſtry, who by a Mixture of tranſ- 
parent Liquors, knows how in/tantane- 4 
oufly to produce Colours of various Com- 
plexions? And then as to their Failure 
in the Attempt by their Inchantments, 
to convert Duſt into Lice; this ſeems 
manifeſtly to diſcover their Weakneſs, and 
fraudulent Practices. To cauſe every 
Atom of a Heap of breathleſs Duſt, to 
move and Aruggle into Life, would be 
5 
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a Demonſtration of a truly divine, creat- 
ing Power. But this was an Enterprize 
too hardy for a Deceiver to bope to ſuc- 
ceed in. How was the Duſt prepared 
to be animated, to be conveyed away, 
unſeen from the Sight of the Spectators ? 
How was an equal Quantity of Lice 
to be introduced invifibly, and in an 


inſtant, to ſupply its Place? Theſe Rep- 


tiles, whether brought in a Bag, or any 
other Convenience, would fo cling to 


the Sides, and require ſo much Time, 
and Pains, to clear them out and lay 


them on an Heap, that there would be 
Leiſure for a Man half blind to diſco- 
ver the Impoſture. Here, therefore, 
the Magicians give up the Cauſe, ac- 
knowledge the Superiority of Aaron's 


Power, and confeſs that the enlivened 


Duft is the Finger of God. After this 
open ingenuous Confeſſion, was it then 
worthy of the Sagacity of Moſes to ob- 
ſerve that their Pretenſions to divine 
Power in other Inſtances, was vile Sham 
and Deluſion? The Nature of the whole 
N 2 Tranſ- 
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Tranſaction diſcovered it. When he 
himſelf received his Commiſſion, the 
Power which he received from above, 
was ſo aftoniſhingly great, that he is af- 


ſured, he ſhall even be a God unts Pha- 


raob. Accordingly Heaven, Earth, and 
Seas were ſubject to his Voice and Au- 
thority. He had the Power of Rain 
and Thunder, of Light and Darkneſs, 
of Life and Death in his Hands. And 
when Aaron, by his Direction, turned 


the Vater into Blood, this was not in 


a ſmall mnconfiderable Quantity, (which 
probably was the Caſe of the Magi- 


cians) but whole Rivers, and Ponds, 


and Pools of Water (Exod. vii. 19.) flag- 
nated and putrified, not diſcoloured by 


Art, but partaking of the Nature of real 


Blood, inſomuch that the very Fiſhes 
that were in the Rivers were poiſoned, 
and died. Now here was a mighty Mi- 
racle apparently and confeſſedly ſuch, and 


wrought in the Sight of a/ the Egyp- 


tiant. Was it then confiſtent with the 
7 the Character and Dich of Moſes, to 


» remark, | 


25 cut 
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remark, that ſo wonderful a Work of 
God, was of a different Stamp from the 
little Slights and crafty Contrivances. of 
the Magicians. No. The. Competition 
would be ſhameful ; nor could any, with- 
out ſach Information, be. ſo weak and 
blind, as not to perceive the amazing, 
infinite Difference. But fill, if only 
Pharaoh and his Adherents were im- 
poſed upon, Cavillers will be ready to 
object, what becomes of the Certainty 
of the Evidence of Senſe, if we cannot 
believe what we ſee done before our own 
Eyes ? Do not be in a Panick upon this 
Account. Beli eve only your 0wn Eyes, 
and give Credit to nothing, but what 
you plainly and clearly Tee, and you are 
effectually ſecured from Deceit and Er- 
ror. In the preſent Caſe, the Fa&s you 
are to examine diligently, carefully, and 
attentively, are theſe. The Serpents pro- 
_ duced both by Aaron and the Magi- 
Clans, are real Serpents, ſo far your Sen- 
ſes. certainly inform you, and their Teſ- 
.timony is clear and true. By what 
ſecret, 
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ſecret clandeſtine Meaſures the Magicians 
Rods are conveyed out of Sight, you ſee 
not, and herein your 'Eyes do not de- 
ceive you by falſe Evidence, for they 
give no Evidence at all, They Report 
truly what they ſee, and that only; but 
further theſe Deponents ſay not. If from 
hence indeed, you raſhly, and unadvi ſed- 
y conclude, that the Magicians Rods, 
like that of Aaron, are miraculouſly 
transformed into Subſtances of a dife- 
rent Nature, it is very poſſibly you may 
be decei ved; but then this is an Error, 
not of your Sight, but of your Judg- 
ment; and what you miſcall an Impofi- 
tion of your Senſes, is intirely owing to 
your own Heedleſſneſs and Inattention. 
Conſider this with Fairneſs and Impar- 
tiality, and you will ſee, and be obliged 
to own, that the Evidence of Senſe, is 
not dubious and uncertain, nor the Ac- 
count of Moſes romantick and fabulous, 
or liable to any Juſt and reaſonable Ex- 
ception. I have Reaſon to aſk Pardon 

for 
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for ſwelling this Article, to ſo immode- 
rate a length, unleſs the very Digreſ- 


ons are uſeful, and will be candidly 
admitted, as a ſufficient Apology. 
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CASE III. 


Concerning zbe Sodomites 20t be- 


ing able to find the Door of 
Lot's _— 


F I Ener too long upon the Rea- 

. der's Patience, in the 14ſt Caſe, this 
will be ſome Relief to him, as it is 
ſufficiently plain and clear. The Scrip- 
ture Account (Gen. xix. 11.) is very 
brief and conciſe, the Objection weak 
and friſling, and conſequently the An- 


 Fwer need not be prolix and tedious. 


We have here an Inſtance of a very 
remarkable Inter poſition of Providence, 
to check the Inſults of a moſt profiigate 
Race of Men, whoſe Hearts were burn- 
ing with impure deteſtable Luſts, and 
meditating more than Brutal, even the 
moſt horrid and outragious Als of Vio- 
lence and Injuſtice. To blaft the Coun- 
cils, and defeat the Purpoſes of theſe 


abandon d Soamelefs Miſcreants, God, by 


his 
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his Angels, ſmites them with Blindneſs; 
Scotomy, ſuch a Dimneſs and Confu- 
ion of Sight, that they are not able 
to. find out the Place they had fixed 
on, as the Scene of their premeditated 
Villainy. And is there any thing in 
this unworthy of, or impoſſible with 
God? When he fretches out his Hand 
againſt Wickedneſs of a kind too enor- 
nous and flagrant for either Heaven or 
Earth to bear, Doth not the Fudge of 
all the Earth do right? Is there any 
thing in the Nature of this Miracle to 
make us ſcruple the Expediency, the U/e- 
Fulneſs, or Truth and Certarnty of it ? 
Why —— Ves truly, it ſeems to 
confound or take away the Evidence of 
our Senſes. For what fort of Witneſſes 
muſt they be, who ewn that they do 
not ſo much as ſee what ſtands directiy 
before them? But ſurely this is a ſbame- 
ful, and moſt perverſe Repreſentation of 
the Matter. Even the Sodomites, wick- 
ed as they are, ſpeak Truth, as far 
as their Teftlimony goes, when they 

O declare 
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declare, that the Hand of God is upon 
them, and has ſmitten them with Blind- 

neſs. They are capable of witneſſing 
what they do not ſee, as well as what 
they do, Their Caſe is not of a De- 
ception, but a Deprivation of Sight. The 
Acknowledgement of their Darkneſs is 
a Proof of the Truth of the Informa- 
tion of their Senſes. They teſtify what 
they now clearly feel and perceive, that 
one Senſe, by the righteous Judgment of 
Heaven, is taken away, or the Sight of 
their Eyes departed from them. Nay 
even their very Silence, whilſt they grope 
about as in the Dark, proclaims their 
remor ſeleſs Guilt and Shame, as well as the 
Juſtice and Glory of God. And to diſ- 
pute the Truth of the Miracle, as if it 
was not in the Power of Heaven, thus 
to vit the Sins and Abominations of 
Men, is to entertain Sentiments of the 
blackeſt Impiety, and as atheiſtical as 
can enter into the Heart of Man. 


vb yy 


But 
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But if this Caſe is ſo clear and in- 
conteſtible, what ſhall we ſay to the 
next, where the whole Courſe of Nature 
ſeems to be diſturbed and interrupted, 
and even the Sun and Moon are flopt 
in their Courſes, by the Voice of a fraz/ 
and mortal Man? We need be under 
no Pain or Concern. God is able to 
plead his own Cauſe. Truth will pre- 
vail, and his Word is built on a Founda- 
tion, that is not to be ſhaken by all 
the crafty and inſidious, but vain and 
impotent, Arts and Devices of unreaſon- 


able and 10:cked Men. 


0s - => exe 
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CASE IV. 


Concerning the Sun and Moon 


 Panding till at the Command 
„ Joſhua. 


E have here a Scene of Aſtoniſh- 
ment indeed. The original au- 

thentick Account of it is in the following 
Words, (/ x. 12, &c.) Then ſpake 
Joſhua wnto the Lord, in the Day when 
the Lord delivered up the Amorites before 
the Children of Iſrael, and he ſaid in the 
Sight of Iſrael, Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon 
Gibeon, and thou Moon, in the Valley of 
Ajalon. And the Sun flood ſtill, and the 
Moon flayed, until the People had avenged 
themſelves upon their Enemies. Is not this 
written in the Book of Jaſher? So the 
Sun flood Lilli in the midſt of Heaven, and 
baſted not to go down, about a whole Day. 
And there was no Day like that, before 
it or after it, that the Lord hearkened 
unta + 


i 86101) 


unto the Paice of a Man, for the Lord 
Fought for Iſrael, 


The ſurpriſing Circumſtances attending 
this very extraordinary Caſe are theſe : 


1. On the Day of the Diſcomfiture of 
the Amorites, Joſhua by his Application 
to the Lord, ohtains a Commiſſion to com- 
mand the Sun and Moon to keep their Sta- 
tion, both which Luminaries obey bis Voice. 


2. This is not a filent Miracle wrought 


in ſecret, or done in a Corner, but in 
broad Day- light; and ſolemn Proclamation 
is made of it, in the Sight of Tſrael, and 
the whole Camp Witneſs of the Notoriety 
of the Fact. 


3. So memorable an Event is entered 
into their publick Records, and the very 


Name of the Book, and of the Perſon 
who made the Entry, preſerved and ap- 
pealed to, as Monuments of the Truths, 
regiſtered for the Benefit of future Gene- 
rations. & it not written in the Book of 


: Jaſher? 
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Jaſher? a Chronicle of aniverſal Eſteem, 
and indiſputable Authority. 


4. An Obſervation upon the Caſe, that 
there never was an Inſtance ſince the 
Creation of the World, to that Day, nor 
ever after, of the like Prodigy, or Interpo- 
fition of Providence, in this Manner, to 
protect his People, and defeat their Ene- 
mies, or of a truly divine Power thus 
communicated to a mortal Man. And 
then follows a Quotation, taken Word 
for Word out of this faithful Record 
So rhe Sun frood fill, &c. 


T his is the true State of the Caſe. 
What then has the Reviler or Oppoſer of 
God's Word, to object to the Credibility 
of this Report? 


1 bw Complaint is made of great 
Dijorder and Confufion, being thus intre- 
duced amongſt the Works of God. The 
glorious Orbs of Heaven are flopt in their 
_ Courſes, and Light and Darkneſs, which 
muſt neceſſarily be attended with una- 

voidable 
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voidable bad Conſequences, unequally di- 
| fiributed to the Inhabitants of different 
Parts of the Earth ; and all this for the 
ſake of a ſmall and very inconſiderable 
Nation. 


If the humble and pious Believer, re- 
lying upon the Teſtimony of à very nu- 
merous Hojt of Witneſſes preſent at this 
great Sight, and the Memorial of it pre- 
ſerved in faithful authentick Annals, and 
never contradicted by any Counter-Hiſtory, 
admits this Objection in its utmoſt 
Strength, and till inſiſts upon the Rea- 

lity of the Miracle, or its litteral Accom- 
pliſhment, it is impoſſible he ſhould be 
confuted by all the Art and Sophiftry of 
Man. For here is no Effect mentioned, 
of which there is not aſſigned an ade- 
quate Cauſe. In reſpect to God, nothing 
P is impoſſible. With him to will is to a; 
to notify his Pleaſure, to be obeyed. When 
he formed the World, he no ſooner ſpate 
the Word than it was made; when he 
commanded it was created. There are no 
Laws of Nature but of his Appointment, 
| : | and 


77 U 
1 
110 
i 
\ dT 
1 
ti N 
119 
* 
1 
1 
* 
14 
\ 
{© 
38 
4 
1 J A 
4 
* 
. 
. 
1* 
T6 
£ILAY 
13 
LY 8 
* 
| 
3 
A 
264 
+ 
4404 
LON 
Tis: 
: * 
N 
1 
FN 
N 
N 
N 6 
1 
THY! 
SY. 
4 
vi 
. 
1188 
700 
4 
#18 
*% 
. 
iin 
(BLN 
. 1 
N 
* i 
+*11 8 
e 
. 
N 
133 | 
ig? 
$467 
38 
* 
9 
155 
b. 
+ 
(a bs 
1 
8 
i 
8 
1 
of * 
N 
15 
AP | 
"1.7% f 
14 
ta 
f 
%% 
14. 
* i 
A 
188 2 
#7 
5 1 
VI 4 
re 
3 
7 x C 
1; it 
1 
* 
531 
22% 
1 
9 15 
"736 I 
7 
A. 7 
ar 
PTE. 
in 
1 
1 
2 
ps 
114 
! : 
8; 
* 
Ny 
"RY | 
N 
+ 
41 
r 
: 3 
1 
1 * 
3 : 
i , 
47 ? F 
+» Gt 2 
1 7 
1 
5 
[OF 
4 
ag Be 
. 
44 
1 
3 
* 
1 
+. 
is 
Wis 
$9) 
849 
1 £1 
T4 3 
„ 
23% 14} 
9 
K 
& $ 
1 
1 14 
* 


91. 
Ml 
14 
n 
9 þ 
80.6 

1 


— — — 


* — — a H- 
1 4 al 33 


— 2 * 
. P * 3 => A > x 
—— — — — — 
N 1 > >: . 8 
- 0 io wie 
— — — —— 


- A 
r 


[1 
4 
Y 
. 
„ 
1 
1 
N. 
t 
4 
+ 
749 
} 
Li 
1. 
1 
1 1 
N. 
1 
1. 
1. 
's 
OE 
*. 
. 5 
OY 
IA 
. 
1 
1 N. 
Nr 
* 
7 
1 
% 3 
"TY 
1 
1 
HIM! 
oy : 
1 
\ 
by 
pf 
i 
i739 
. ö 
** | 
© 
7 f 
4.8 
+, 
mats 
41 
10 
Fart 
. 
f 
i"; 
1 
mo 
146 
T9 
x 
Wn 
Wi 
Wil il 
4 lt 
4 
CY 
$10 
'y = 
Ms: ff 
15 
14, 
HOY, 
14415 
18 
„ 
N 
3 
N 
0 
15 ſ 
Gl 
? 
a 
ol 
1 
arr 
of 
"#441 
v4. 
WY 
*. 16 
. 
1 
1 
14. 
gf ys! 
bs 6 
03h, Se 
"4, r. 
14 
160 
11 
N 
4 18. 
. 
” 1 x 
51 
+ 
Þ, 
Ao 
® 5 
. 
is 
95 x 
"x £ 1 
e991 
Is L 
XY 
i 5 
vaw'y 
2 4 1 
* 
1 
105 
Lt 
#1091 
joF. 
oY 
"Un 
TY 
= 
— Ip 
* 
41 
++ 
"'$T 
4 
BEI 
Td 
4597 
$4453 
72 
29. 
* 
N 
f 
y un 
4 
1 
_ 
By. 
3827 
4 * 
N 
* » 
* 4 
iT 
7 3:7 
* * 
$4 
14 * 
13 
5 # 
7 


( 104 ) 

and ſubje& to be controuled, or reve}ſed 
at his Pleaſure. Conſequently, all A.- 
guments and Objections are of no Weight, 
which are levelled againſt the Power of 
of the Almighty. But, if the Day was 
thus marvellouſſy lengthened out, in one 
Part of the World, it is infinuated that 
others muſt needs ſuffer through want 
of the Tight and Heat, and beneficial 
Influence of the celeſtial Luminaries : and 
in ſupport of this Obſervation, ſuggeſted 
further, that 


2. No Hiſtory in the World, except 
the ſacred, has recorded this memorable 
Event, though it be impoſſible that any 


Nation could be ignorant of a Fa; 
which muſt affe& every, the moſt diſtant 


Part of the Globe. And this univerſal 
Silence is eſteemed a ſtrong Preſumption 
of the Inprobability of the * 
Account. 


It would be kind in theſe Objectors to 
inform us, what Memoirs, and of what 
Nation, they have to produce of equal 

Antiquity 
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Antiquity and Authority with the Hiſtory 
of Joſhua. Not that it would be of any 
Service to the Cauſe of Infidelity, if they 
were able to do this. For to cut off 
every poſſible Plea in conſidering the 
next Caſe, not unlike to this in its Nature, 
I ſhall attempt to ſhew, that the Authority 
of Scripture may be vindicated, even 
allowing the full Veigbt of their Ob- 
jection, and that there was 10 ſuch In- 
terruption of the Courſe of the Laws of 
Nature, as, at preſent, is contended for. 
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CASE v. 


a he Shadno of the 
Sun-Dial of Ahaz, 60. back 
ren — 


HAT I may not ſeem fngulc 

in my Sentiments on this remark- 

able Caſe, I beg Leave to preface what | 

have to offer, with an Extract out of the 

Tnauguration Speech of Chriſtopher, (af- 

terwards Sir Chriflopher) Wren, Aftro- 
uomy Profeſſor of Greſham-College. 


Erunt fortaſse qui frontem corru- 
gent, aſſerente me codicem ipſum ſacrum 
ſepe Aſtronomo egere interprete. Li- 
ceat tamen quærere, quomodo retroceſſerit 
umbra in horologio Ahaz, cum inviolatis 
naturæ legibus, ex mera horologii fabri- 

ca, pluribus modis id fieri poſſit; vel ex 
projectione quadam horarum non vulgari, 
vel ex gnomonis figurà, aut planorum 
quorundam poſitione varia, Verum cu- 


juſmodi fuerit horologium illud, intelli- 
gere 
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gere licet, fi modo fides adhibenda fit 
Hebreo cuidam Scriptori, ex cujus nimis 
involuts deſcriptione, datur tamen con- 


Jicere, ejuſdem eſſe generis, quo Chaldzi 
fuerint uſi, quodque Beroſum primum in 
SGræciam intuliſſe a Vitruvio accepimus, 
ſcilicet hemicyclium excavatum ex qua- 
drato, ad enclimaque ſucciſum, ut verbis 
ipſius Vitruvii utar, qui marmora polire 
quam paginas doctior ſic potius voluit, 
hemicylindrus concavus excavatus ex 
cubo ſucciſo ad angulum elevationis poli. 
Neceſſe eſt ergo in ejuſmodi horologio, 
vel ſolem, vel umbram vere illis decem 
gradibus retroceſſiſſe. At quid fi Pare- 
lium ſubito apparere dicerem? Parelii 
ſanè in halonum peripheriis ſemper ap- 
parent. Sunt halones majdres ſemidiame- 
trum obtinentes 22 circiter graduum co- 
ronæ albicantes, et coloribus languentibus 
pictæ. Sunt et Halones interiores, 10 aut 
11 circiter graduum magis ſaturis colori- 
bus variegate, in quarum circumferentid, 
(tanquam gemma in annulo arte encau- 
ſtica picto) lucet parelius. Qui ſpectro- 
rum in aere hiſtorias colligere yelit, me- 
| Ta eum 
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eum faciet. Cum ergo abſit 10 gradibus 
a ſole parelius, ponamus verum ſolem 


| nuperimè occidiſſe ; igitur parelius ſubitd 
l enaſcens potuit vicariam umbram 10 gra- 
ö dibus horizonte altiorem projicere, et 


— pro ſole vero retrogreſſo reputari. Quid 
autem fi eo modo fiat, quo, menſe Apri- 
lis, alunt in Inſula Sumatra, quotannis 
. ſolem ad ſatis obſervabile cœli ſpatium 
1 retrocedere videri ? Penes rerum Indica- 
1 : rum Scriptores fides eſto. Quod ſi non 
i ficta referant, neceſſe et id fieri ex re- 
| fractione valida radiorum ſolarium trans 
1 vaporem nitroſum, in nubem angularem 
1 efformatum, pryſmati chriſtallino fimili- 
mum; talis enim nubes vento leniter 
' promota, ſimul ac ſolem angulo interiori 
| operuerit, diſtortis radiis eum reſilire co- 
1 gat, et, donec pertranſeat vapor, in alio 
i manere loco neceſſe eſt. Sic enim re- 
rum ſpeciem intuentibus, e locis ſuis 
amovent pulchra trigoni vitrei mendacia. 
Neque fic miraculis parum pie detraho. 
Hebreorum enim regi hec umbræ inſo- 
ta retroceſſio in ſignum erat: erat et 
tris diluvionis patribus ſignum, que, fi 
220 | nunquàm 
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nunquam poſtea affulſiſſet, quis Iride, 


verè Thaumantiam, pro miraculo non 
habere ? | 


See Ward's * of 2 Profeſſors. 


The following Tranſlation of this Ex- 
tract I make for the Benefit of the Engliſh 
1 


© It is poſſible I may have the 
. Frowns of ſome for preſuming to aſ- 
* ſert that even the Bible has frequent 
© Occaſion for an Aſtronomer to be its 
© Interpreter, However I may be indul- 
© ged the Liberty to enquire, how the 11 
© Shadow on the Dial of Aba, (If. xxviii. 1 
8.) went back, ſince there are diverſe 9 
Ways by which this may be accounted i 

© for, without any Violation of the Laws 4] 
bof Nature. It might be occaſioned 

19 * by an uncommon Projection of the Fi- 

* gures of the Hours or the peculiat 

* Frame and Shape of the Gnomon or 

Hand of the Dial, —— or the dif- 

* ferent Poſition of certain Planes. But 

© we are not left altogether in the Dark 

| 28 
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as to the very Form and Figure of this 
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Dial, if we may but credit a certain 
© Hebrew Author, from whoſe Deſcription 


(though indeed intricate enough in all 


* Conſcience) there is room to conjecture, 
« that it was of the very ſame Sort which 
© the Chaldeans made uſe of, and which 
< Vitruvius informs us was firſt intro- 
* duced by Beroſus into Greece. He 
calls it Hemicyclium excavatum ex qua- 
© drato, ad enclimaque ſucciſum. Theſe 
© are the very Words of Vitruvius, who 
had a better Hand in polithing his Sta- 
© tues, than his Books by accurate De- 
* ſcriptions. He ſeems to have wanted 
to expreſs himſelf thus. Hemicylin- 
© drus Concavus excavatus ex cubo ſucciſo 


ad angulum elevationis poli, Now from 


2 Dial thus conſtructed, either the Sun 
or the Shadow muſt actually have gone 


back ten degrees. 


Before J proceed, an Apology may be 
neceſſary for not attempting to tranſlate 
either of the Diſepiphoos of the pecu- 
har 


E200 J3 

liar Form or Shape of this Dial, As 
to the Au, I freely own, I do not com- 
prehend its Meaning; and if I am clearer 
in my Conceptions of the latter, I can- 
not ſee that it is of any imaginable uſe. 
To what purpoſe is it to obſerve, that 
a Dial of ſuch a particular Frame would 
caſt its Shade ten Degrees diſtant from 
the Place where it ought ? What a coarſe 
Compliment is this upon the Chaldears, 


the ſuppoſed Inventors of this w/eleſs 


Piece of Machinery? And where js the 
Wiſdom of the Greeks, in receiving ſuch 
a miſzuiding Form of Mechaniſm, into 
their Country? How could it anſwer 
the Prophet's Intention to convince He- 
z2ekiah of the Truth of his Prediction, 
by the Offer of a Miracle, when he 
was only directing his Eyes to a Dial 
which pointed its Shade wrong every 
Day in the Year, and when the Rea- 
ſon of this was known to proceed from 
natural and neceſſary Cauſes? In ſhort, 
the Dial muſt be made true, project it's 
Shade right, and this Shade be miracu- 
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( 112 ) 
houſly retorted, or elſe there was no 
room for Conviction in the King, the 
Prophet having given neither Sign nor 
Wonder, whereby he might believe his 
Words. Seemingly not fatisfied there- 


fore with this Solution, the Aſtronomy 
Profeſſor proceeds: : 


C But what if I ſhould ſay, that here 


« was an immediate Appearance of a 
© Parelius, or Mock-Sun in this Caſe ? 
© Theſe falſe Suns always preſent them - 
« ſelves in the Circumferences of Halo's, 


* or the Extremities of Circles which 
© ſurround the Sun. Some of them are 


of great Extent, their Semidiameter 


about twenty-two Degrees, their Rings 
* whitiſh, and painted in feint and lan- 
* guid Colours. But beſides theſe, there 


© are alſo interior Halo's of about ten 


© or eleven Degrees, diverſified in bolder 
Colours, in whoſe Circumference the 
« falſe Sun ſhines like a Diamond in an 
© enamelled Ring. He, who will be at 
the Pains to make a Collection of this 


* kind of Appearances i in the Atmoſphere, 
© will 


* 
Fg 
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will confirm my Sentiments. Since 
* therefore the Parelius we are now con- 
* fidering, is ten Degrees diſtant from 


© the Sun, let us ſuppoſe the Sun to 
© have this Moment ſet, conſequently the 


© Parelius appearing at the ſame Inſtant 
will project a Shadow, juſt as the Sun 
© would have done in the ſame Situation, 
© ten Degrees above the Horizon, and 
* will have the Appearance of the true 
© Sun returned back the ſame Number 
0 of Degrees, it had gone down. 
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But what, if after all, this ſhould 
happen in the ſame manner as they 
© tell you, that in the Iſland of Suma- 
© fro, in the Month of April, there is 
every Year an apparent Retroceſſion 
© of the Sun, through a very conſider- 
© able Space of Heaven. I leave Indian 
"'' <© Authors to vouch for the Fact. But 

© if there be any Truth in their Rela- 

© tion, this muſt proceed from a ſtrong 
' ©Refration of Sun Beams beyond a Bed 
© of Nitre, formed into the Shape of 


. 8 35 


» ——— 
Ez. _—_ — 
— — — 


— —P 
„ 


101 


— SS = 


— 72 — > 

- — „„ 

— = "2 A — — 
8 3 5 : — — 


61114) 
an angular Cloud reſembling a chry- 
* ſtal Priſm, for ſuch a Cloud gently 
* wafted by the Wind, as ſoon as its in- 
ward Angle ſhall be directly oppoſite 
to the Sun, will make its Rays di- 
* vurge, as if the Sun itſelf was ſtarted 
* back out of its Place, and until this 
Body of Vapour paſſes clear away, it 
* muſt remain in the ſame Situation. 
© Thus do Things appear to Spectators, 
* and in this manner do they change 
© their Poſition, by the beautiful Mifre- 

© preſentation ofa triangular Glaſs, Nor 


in this Account do I profanely de- 
tract from the Truth of Miracles ; | 


© for this unexampled Reverſion of the 
Shadow was granted to the Hebrew, 
King for a Sign, juſt as the Rainbow 
* at the Deluge, was a Sign unto the 
« Patriarchs. Now, ſuppoſing the Rain- 
bow had never ſhined out in the Hea- 
« vens any more, who would have ſcrupled 
to pronounce a Sight ſo prodigiouſly 
* aſtoniſhing a real Miracle ?' 


What 


( its ) 


What Ingenuity, Truth, or Solidity 
there is in theſe Conjectures, I ſubmit 
to ethers to determine. Only I muſt 
make an Exception to the Propriety of 
one Expreſſion, where the ſeeming Re- 
moval of Bodies out of their Places, is 
miſcalled Mendacia, the falſe Report, no 
Miſrepreſentation of the Priſm. It is 
20 falſe Report, no  Miſrepreſentation. 
The Objects appear in the very Light 
and Pofition, which view'd by this In- 
ſtrument they ought to do; and the 
Reaſon of their thus appearing, is the 
neceſſary Effect of a Cauſe as permanent 
and invariable, as that which maketh 
the Rays of Light always proceed in a 
direct Line, where there are no diſſe- 
rent Strata of Vapours of a beteroge- 
neous Kind, to modify or condenſe the 
Air, and cauſe a Rœfraction. 


The Uſe I would make of the above 
Extract, is, that in the Opinion of this 
celebrated Philofopher, it was in the 
— lh Power 
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Power of God to accompliſh all that 
he promiſed to the good King, with- 
out diſturbing the Courſe of Nature, or 
confounding the Motion of the great 
Lights of Heaven, and this, only by 
giving a different Turn or Direction to 
their Rays. And ſo doubtleſs it was, 
(whatever becomes of the aſſigned Means 
of doing this) by thouſands of ways in- 
ſerutable by poor dark-fighted Mortals, 
But ſtill if we ourſelves can comprehend 
and explain, how the thing, in any po. 
fible Method, is even conceivable, what 
Childiſhneſs, or rather Madneſs or In- 
piety is it to ſuggeſt, that the Almigh- 
ty cannot do by Nature, what Man him- 
ſelf can contrive and effect by Art? 


The ſame Obſervation may be ex- 
tended to the Command of Joſbua, gi- 
ven to the Sun and Moon to ſtand jill, 
without varying their Station, Let the 
Hand of the Almighty (by whatevec 
ſecret inviſible Means) give a different 
| Direction to the Rays of Light, and the 

Sun 
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Sun and Moon may continue their Courſe, 

and yet in the Sight of all Iſrael, ſeem 

fixt and immoveable in the ſame Situa- 
tion, and the Miracle will remain ſtill 

as great and aſtoniſhing, and anſwer all 

the Purpoſes for which it is granted, 

| as much as if theſe great Lights had 
been 71vefed to any particular Point of 
Heaven, without the leaſt Change of 
Poſition, Nor was this any Impoſition 
upon the Senſes of the Iſraelites, ſince, 

(notwithſtanding their progreſſive Motion) 

1h they appeared in the very Place they 
neceſſarily muſt, and ought to do, by 1 
the uniform and invariable Laus of Re- 3 ll! 
fraction. If the Iſraelites eſteemed this El 


1 

a real Miracle, they judged rightly and Al 

truly; for ſuch a Diſtortion of the Rays ki 

of Light, (which, unleſs impeded by # 

| foreign Obſtructions always proceed in A 
| parallel direct Lines) could only be oc- Fl 
caſioned by a divine Influence. But if q 

from hence they gathered, that theſe 1 

Bodies were deprived of all Motion, and Y 

never changed their Station, the Conclu- 1 
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fron was overbaſly and precipitate. But 


ſtill here was no Miſinfurmation of the 


Senſes; no Error of Sight, but of Judg- 
ment; their Eyes did not fail or de- 
decerve them, but fruly and faithfully 


exhibited theſe luminous Objecte, (their 


Rays being thus refracted by the Power 


of God) in the very Place, where they 
ns to appear. | 


| Hence the it a 8 that 

the Argument drawn from the Silence 
of the Hiſtories of other Nations, con- 
cerning this great Event, is manifeſtly 
of no Weight, becauſe the Miracle was 
lacal, and could not be ob/erved in, as 
it did not extend to, foreign Countries, 
If any thing further ſeems neceſſary in 
Muſtration of this Point, I refer the 
Reader to what he will find, in the 


| Caſe of our bleſſed Lord's anenpected 


Appearance in the midſt of his Diſciples, 
in a Room where the Doors were ſhut. 


CASE 
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CASE VI. 


— our Bleſſed ies 
walking upon the Sea. | 


HE Obhections to the Miracles of 
11 the New Tefament, which re- 
main to be conſidered, are bat few, and 
the Anſwers need not be fediovs. Theſe 
indeed, inſtead of having the Force of ſalid 
Arguments, ftrenuouſly urged by zealous 
and able Champions for the Truth, ſeem 
7h" rather ths Velleities, the faint Wiſhes, or 
dying Struggles, of feeble Combatants, in 
Defence of a /i 1 Cause. | 


The Caſe of our Blefſed Lord wk 
upon the Sea, is related by St. Mar#, 
(Ch. vi. 47, &c.) in the following Words. 
And when Even was come, the Ship was © 

ds in the midſt of the Sea, or the Lake of 

Genneſaret, and be alone on the Land. And 
be ſaw them toiling and rowing, for the 
Wind was centrary unto them ; and about 
the fourth Watch of the Night, after 


three 
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three o'Clock in the Morning, he cometh 
unto them,” walking upon the Sea, and 

would have paſſed by them. But when 
they ſaw him walking upon the Sea, they 


ſuppoſed. it had been a Spirit, and cried 


out, (for they all faw him, and were 


troubled) and immediately he talked with 


them, and ſaith unto them, Be 'of good 
cheer, it is I, be not afraid. And he 
went up unto them, into the Ship, and the 


Wind ceaſed: and they were fore amazed 
in themſelves beyond meaſure, - and uon- 


dered. For they conſidered not the Miracle 
of the Loaves, for their Heart nas har- 
dened. Nearly the very ſame: Account is 
given by two other Evangeliſts, to which 
St. John adds the Proſperity of their 
Voyage, and the Quickneſs'of their Paſ- 


ſage, and St. Matibem, the Attempt of 
Peter to walk upon the Sea, and the Effect 
this Miracle had upon the Paſſengers, 


from whom it extorted the Confeſſion, 
attended with Proſtration and Worſhip, 
Of a Truth thou art the Son of God. 


Now what is there forced and unnatural 
in this Relation? Human Nature is ſo 


truly 


En.) 
truly pictùred out in its Izfirmities and 
Failings; the Conception of the Diſciples 
are repreſented, ſo agreeable to the Ab- 
- pearance of Angels in human Form, not 
unfrequently mentioned in the Hiſtory 
of their Nation; their Fears and Appre- 
benſions on the Occaſion, confirmed by 
the Obſcurity of the Light, and the Speed 
of their Maſter, exceeding that of the 
Motion of a Ship, are ſo exceeding flrong 
and natural; the Cenſure of their ow 
Conduct, and Hardneſs of Heart, in not 
: paying due Attention to a Miracle juſt 
1 wrought before their Eyes, and the 
Praiſe beſtowed upon others, who with 
greater Faith, and ſounder Judgment, 
glorified the Son of God, are all Particu- 
lars, in each of which, if we cannot 
diſcern moſt frong and convincing Marks 
of Truth and Fidelity in the Reporters of 
1 theſe Facts, no Hiſtory in the World can 
have any internal Ctaracters of Sincerity, 


Fairneſs, and Impartiality impreſſed upon 
it. What. then is it which the Wiſdom 
| of Unbelievers has to object to the Credi- 
| : R bility 


{ 


'{: 122:) 
bility of a Miracle ſo. flrongly atteſted, 
and fo clearly and circumſtantialiy related ? 
Nothing further than that this muſt be 
an iale Farce, or Scene of Deluſion, be- 
_ cauſe it is not to be reconciled with the 
known Properties of a buman Body, Man 
cannot walk, or even fland, upon the 
Surface of a calm and unruffled, how 
much leſs on that of a fempeſtuous and 
raging Ocean. True, no mere Man, it 
is confeſſed, can do this; but, ſupported 
by a divine Power, any Man undoubtedly 
may. This Peter actually did, and when 
the BoiNerouſnefs of the Waves terrified 
him to that Degree, as to get the better 
of his Judgment and Underſtanding, he 
is upbraided by his great Maſter (though 
his beginning to fink might ſeem in ſome 
meaſure to excuſe his Want of Courage 
and Reſolution) for the Weakneſs of his 
Faith, To pretend then that He, 70 
whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is 
given, and who gave the cleareſt De- 
monſtration every Day of its fupengous 
Extent had yet not Power to make his 
SY Z 50 


\ 


(123 7 
own Body ſpecifically lighter than the 
Column of Water which ſupported it, or 
by thouſands of ſecret invifible Expe- 


dients, to walk upon the Face of the 


Deep with Safety, is ſo very weak and 
trifling, that a ſerious Anſwer would 
look like Impertinence and Folly, by 


ſeeming to admit ſomething of Weight in 


the Objection. The Diſciples and their 
Companions in the Ship, had ocular De- 
monſtration of the Abſurdity and Falſbood 
of this Opinion. They believed heir 
own Eyes, their Senſes did no! fail them, 
and the Judgment formed on the Caſe, 
will in a/l_ Ages, to the End of the World, 
continue ſound. and unanſwerable, Truly 
this was the Son of God. 
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comforted, firſt with a Viſion of Angels, 


( 124 ) 


CASE VII. 


Concerning Mary Magdalene miſe 
_ taking our Bleſſed Lord for * 


Gar dener. 


HIS may be diſmiſſed in three 
Words. This truly prous and 

devout Convert, who (John xx.) could 
not reſt in her Bed, but at Break of Day 
repaired to the Garden, where her deareſt 
Lord was buried, finding, the Stone rolled 
away from the Sepulchre, with all Speed 


appriſes Peter and John that the Tomb 


is open, and their Maſter's Body conveyed 
away, They, in all haſte, run and in- 
form themſelves of the Truth of her Re- 
port. They ſee, and believe, and return, 
Nothing more is added, for it is obſerved, 
that as yet they knew not the Scriptures, 


| that he muſt riſe from the Dead, But 


Mary, to indulge her Grief, continues 
on the ſad melancholy Spot, where ſhe is 


and 
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and the joyful News of her Lord's Refur- 
rection, and afterwards honoured with 
the firſ} Viſit from himſelf in Per- 
ſon. She indeed, at firſt, miſtoo him 
for the Gardener, her Eyes being fwolen 
with Tears, and Heart too full of Grief, 
= and other tumultuous Paſſions, to gaze 
with Attention, upon outward and com- 

mon Objects. Not to mention, how pro- 

bable it is, that he himſelf, by an Altera- 

tion of his Speech, or Habit, or Geſture, 

might help to promote the Error, that 

her Foy might be the greater on the un- 

\ expected Diſcovery. But no ſooner does 
he call her in his zſual, familiar Manner, 
by her Name Mary, than the well known 
Voice and Accent, opens her Eyes, and 
fixes her Attention; his Countenance and 
Perſon, his every Look and Motion, con- 
vinces her it is the Lord himſelf, and in a 

= Tranſport ef Joy, ſhe ſeems hardly re- 

KF Afirained from flying into his Arms, and 

embracing him, only is checked by a Re- 

preſentation of the Unſeaſonableneſs of 
waſting the preſent precious Hour in uſe- 

leſs Fendneſs, and the Aſſurance given A 
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her that he is not yet taking his Leave: 
of this lower World, but has a longer 
Space of Time allotted for his Continu- 
ance here upon Earth. Now from a na- 
tural and edſy Miftake about the Gar- 
dener, made by a Perſon under great 
Perturbation of Mind, and which in a 
Moment was removed, and then all her 
Senſes combined to teſtify the Truth of 


what ſhe related, and Hundreds of Wit- 


neſſes confirmed it by attefting the ſame 
tbing, that the Lord was riſen indeed, to 


raiſe an Argument againſt the Credibility 


of the Information of our Senſes, ſhews 
ſuch a H rong  Propenſity to cavil and find 
Fault, or rather ſuch a determined Reſolu- 


tion, at all Events, and without any Ap- 


frarance of Truth, or Reaſon, to reject 
the Scripture- Account of Miracles, that 
it is even a Pain- to dwell on ſuch friuo- 
lous Exceptions. I confeſs I am weary of 
doing it, and with "Pleaſure ſee what 
remains to be conſidered; contratting it- 
ſelf into a ar roto Compaſs. ES. 
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| eee our Lord 8 Appears 
rance, and Converſation with 
to of his Diſciples on their 
Way to Emmaus. 1 N 


F ind theſe Papers ſwell upon my 

1 Hands, ſo much beyond my imagi- 
nation, that, in conſidering the preſent 
ee. I preſume I ſhall have the Reader's 

Vl Thanks, if, inſtead of tranſcribing the 
whole Account of St. Luke (Ch. xxiv.) I 

only ſelect and point out the material Cir- 
cumſtances. On the ſame Day that our 

Lord roſe again from the Dead, he joined 
himſelf to two of his Diſciples on the 

RN cad to a ſmall Village called Emmaus, 

1 and obſerving their Countenarice to be 
ſad, and a deep Melancholy to hang about 

taem, he enquires, like a perfect Stranger, 
concerning the News at Feruſalem. But 

it is obſerved, their Eyes were bolden, 

that * ſhould not know bim. After ſome 

Con- 
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Conference with him, and a faithful Re- 
ertal of all that came to their Know- 
leage with the ſtridte/? Regard to Truth, 
and without adding one Word more, the 
Obſtruction of their Sight is, at length, 
removed, their Eyes are opened, and they 
ſee plainly, that the Perſon they are con- 
verſing with is Chriſt himſelf. Now this, 
it ſeems, is an Inſtance of the Uncer- 
tainty of the Reports of our Senſes, fince, 
in ſome Caſes, Men may not know their 
moſt intimate Friends and Companions, 
but the ſame Obect may appear the ſame, 
or quite different to the ſame Perſons n 7] 
viewing it, on any Diſorder of 'Sight, 

occaſioned by Means either inward or 

outward. And fo it inevitably may and 

muſt, without affecting the Argument, 

which contends for the Truth of their In- 

formation, and which always ſuppoſes 
them in their right and natural, and per- 1 
fef# State. No one can be fo abſurd as 
to imagine, that that God, who made: 

the Eye, cannot ſuſpend or deſtroy, or re- 

ſtore the Uſe of it, in part, or in whole, 


There 1 is mention (Mark xviil. 22.) of a 
very 


( 129 ) 
very remarkable Cure performed by out 
Bleſſed Saviour upon a blind Man of 
Bethſaida. Jeſus takes him by the Hand, 
leads him out of the Town, into the pub- 
lick Fields, probably that Multitudes 


may be Witneſſes of the Truth of the 


Miracle, and to convince them that the 
Cure is wrought by no natural Means, 


he makes uſe of an Eye-Salve, more 


likely to put out the Eyes of one who ſaw 
clearly, than reſtore Sight to zheſe which 
were diſtempered, or loſt. He ſpit on his 
Eyes, and put his Hand upon them, and 
then asked bim, if be ſaw ought, And 
he looked up, and ſaid, I fee Men as Trees, 


walking. This Anſwer (wild and ex- 


travagant as it may ſeem) appears to me 
an internal Mark, not to be overlooked, 
of the Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, 
It is fo natural, and lite what might 

come out of the Mouth of one born 
blind, or who had loft all Traces and 
Remembrances of Sight, that I don't ſee, 
how one of a different kind could be ex- 
pected. A Perſon perpetually and totally 


deprived of the Uſe of any Senſe, can 


form 
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form no Judgment or Idea of the Object 
belonging to that Senſe. If a Man always 
deaf, ſhould take it into his Head, that 
the Report of a Cannon was like the Smell 
of a Violet, this would not ſeem more 
romantic or furprifing, than what I 
think Mr. Lock relates of a blind Man, 
who fancied the Colour of Scarlet re- 
ſembled the Sound of a Trumpet, The 
blind Man of Bethſaida could have no 
Ideas of Light or Colours, and therefore, 
notwithſtanding his Sight was reſtored, 
till U and Experience had taught him, 
he could not diſtinguiſh betwixt outward 
Objects. He ſeems, in his Sate of Blind- 
neſs, to have formed a Notion, that Man, 
was a poor, ſmall, diminutive Creature, and 
_ when his Eyes are opened, is quite aſto- 
iſhed to ſee him of ſo gigantick a Sta- 
ture, The Company which he ſurveys, 
appear in his Sight like a Grove of flately 
Trees, ſtalking majeſtically before him. 
But when, on a Compariſon of their 
Voices, Features, and Habits, &c. he 

| diſcovers them to be Men, the Sight of 
his Underſtanding as well as of his Eyes 
4s 
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is reſtored, his future Diſcourſe would 
be more conſiſtent and rational, and con- 
vince all preſent of the Perfection of his I 
Cure, and that he ſaw every Man di- | 
ſtinctly and clearly. Now it would not 
be more irrational to infer that this Man's 
Fl 1 Sight was ſtill obſcure and imperfect, be- 
cauſe it ſeemed to contradict the Wildneſs 
of his former Anſwer, than to conclude 


that the Eyes of the Diſciples near Em- þ , 
maus, were defective and failed them, bit 
after God had reſtored that Fulneſs and 0 
11 Perſpicuity of Sight, which for a little ö 


Time, he had withbeld, The Truth 
is, the blind Man of Bethſaida, was per- 


fectly cured, and all the Inhabitants pre- bl 
ſent Witneſſes that he was fo. And the 9 
Diſciples, who after their OꝶHruction of | 
Sight was removed, teſtified that the Per- 4 
| - ſon they had converſed with, was Feſus ö 
ö [ himſelf, had abundant Proof of the Per- = 
| fection of their Senſes, and the Truth of [| 


their Evidenee by the concurrent Teſti- 
mony of every individual Perſon wha 
au the Lord after he was riſen from the 
Dead, 


S 2 CASE 


* 
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CASE IX. 


Concerning Cbriſt's appearing in 
the midſt of his Diſciples when 
the Doors were ſhut. 


HIS is related both by St. Luke 
(Ch. xxiv.) and St. John (Ch. xx.) 


The former mentions the Circumſtance 


of the Diſciples Fear and Conſternation. 


They were zerrified and affrigbted, and 
 Subpoſed that they bad ſeen a Spirit, The 


latter aſſigns the Reaſon of their Care 
and Caution in ſhutting the Doors, and 


aſſembling thus privately, which was 
. Their Fear of the Jews. 


will out, and the Evangeliſis begin now 
to ſpeak like wiſe and judicious Free- 
thinkers, Here is a fair and honeſt Con- 
feſſion; grant but which, and we will 
undertake to demonſlrate, that the whole 
Fabrick of Cbriſtianity is a chimerical 
Structure, a Caſile in the Air, without 
— any 


The Infidels 
Oh ſer vation upon the Caſe is this, Truth 


. 
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any firm or ſolid Foundation, Only con- 
ſider, the Point to be proved is the Re- 


ſurrectlion of Jeſus. And how is this 


proved? By his preſenting himſelf to 
his Diſciples in a human Shape. But 
pray obſerve, the Body with which he is 


cloathed, is ſcarce the Phantom or Shadow 


of a real material Subſtance, but can ap- 


fear, or vaniſh out of Sight, at plea- 


ſure, and is not to be excluded or impri- 


ſoned by Locks or Bolts, or Bars, or 


Doors, or Walls; was this then a frue 


Body? Is Chriſt a&ually riſen from the 
Dead? This is the Objection in its full 


Strength. 


| The Anſwer from what has been alrea- 


dy obſerved, concerning the Refraction of 


Rays of Light, will be obvious and eaſy. If 
I can charge my Memory with what I 


have read in a Book which I have not 


ſeen theſe forty Years, Sir Jaac Newtor 
in his Opt7icks, in order to prove that 
Rays of Light are not refiefied by In- 
paction on the ſolid Parts of Bodies, made 


uſe of the following Experiment. He 


placed 
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placed a Priſm in ſuch a manner, that 
all the Rays of Light, from the moſt 
glowing, to the fanteft Colours, were re- 
flected, according to their ſettled Laws 
in their natural State and Order. Then, 
without the leaſt Change of its Poſition, 
he clapped a Second Priſm, on the Back 
of the former, the Conſequence of which 
was, that the Rays, which before. were 
reflected, were now all refracted and tranſ- 
mitted through both Priſms. Now this 
was not only a clear Proof of the Truth 
of the Propoſition, for which the Expe- 
riment was made, but alſo of the Capacity 
of the Rays of Light diverging, or being 
variouſly reflected, or refraed, by the 
Art of Man. No Object can be ſeen, 
but by the Rays of Light reflected from 
it. Let but theſe Rays be retorted, or 
totally abſorbed, ſo as not to reach the 
Eye of the Shedtator; and the Object, in 
broad Day-light becomes as much invi- 
ble, as if covered with the thickeſt Dark- 
neſs. Allow the Truth of this Ob/erva- 
tion, and whilſt a divine Power inter- 


poſed, and the Rays of Light were in fo 
diſtorted. 


( 13s) 
_ diſtorted a State, that none of them were 
reflected from © Chriſt's Body upon the 
Diſciples Eyes, it was impoſſible they 
ſhould fee him, though he went into 
the Room along with them, and was 
then fanding in the mid of them, A- 
gain, reſtore theſe Rays to their frue Di- 
rection, that they fall in their natural 
State upon the Eyes of his Diſciples, and 
he muſt, at that very Inſtant, like an 
Apparition, ſeem to ſtart up amongſt 
them. The Appearance or Vaniſhing of 
a human Body out of Sight, may then 
be accounted for by natural Means, upon 
the cleareſt Maxims of true Philoſophy, 
without any eſſential Change of its Quali- 
ties. This we, ourſelves, can compre- 
hend. Is then a God, who has no Bounds 
to his Power or Wiſdom, not able to do 
what we can conceive ? Undoubtedly he 
is, by thouſands of Ways, unknown to 
Man, No Argument can prejudice the. 
Cauſe of revealed Religion, which equally 
ſtrikes at that of natural, and impiouſly 
calls in queſtion the Power of the Al- 
mighty, 


a 
mighty. But to do this, when the Glories 
of this vifible World, the moſt ſtupendous 
Works of God, ſtand naked before us, 
what is it but to contend for Darkneſs 
in the Face of the Sun, to plead for Falſ- 
hood, in the Preſence of Truth, and to 
truſt in Lyes, when Demonſtration ſtares 
us in the Face, with a Mirror in her Hand 1 
to confound, and put us out of Countenance 
at the Sight of our Blindneſs and Folly ? 


Now if the Miracles, recorded in Scrip- 
ture, are ſo undeniably true and certain, 
that they cannot be confuted, or even called 
into queſtion, without Folly, without Inpiety, { 
wichout Blaſpbemy ; the Time when they 
were wrought, the Place where, and the 
End for which, with all their Variety of 
Circumſtances, are capable of being aſcer- 
tained, and atteſted, and eminently good 
Men are abundantly qualified to be com- | 
petent and faithful Witneſſes of the Truth of ( 
them. Miraculous Facts come under the 
Cogniſance of our Senſes, as much as thoſe 
which are not ſo. A dead Man reſtored 
to Life, is as much an Oedt of S1ght 


as 
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as one who has never ſuffered Death, or 
lain in his Grave. And if it appears 


from the whole Tenour of Mens Lives 
and Converſations, that they are juſt 
and upright, holy and exemplary, and 
faithful even unto Death, foregoing all 
their worldly Intereſts, and ready to ſeal 


their Doctrine with their Blood: If at 
the ſame Time they appear to be te 
Delegates of Heaven, acting with a divine 


Power and Commiſſion, evidently approved 
as ſuch by God himſelf, by the Signs and 
Wonders, which he enables them to do : 
If the Teftimony of ſach Men as theſe, 
is not to be received, in regard to Miracles 
ſeen with their own Eyes, they who are 
ſo exceeding flow of Belief, muſt at leaſt 
give Credit to one Miracle greater and 
more amazing than all thoſe they have 
Hardineſs to deny, which is, that 
Men may ceaſe to be Men, that 
Contempt, and Ignominy, and Shame, and 
Travail, and Pain, and Hunger, and 


Thirſt, and Nakeaneſs, and Bonds, and 


Impriſonment, and Racks, and Torture, 
and Death voluntarily ſubmitted to, (all 
T which 


N 
which was the Fate of the bleſſed A- 
poſtles) may become grateful to Fleſh 
and Blood, nay, that theſe things 
are more eligible to Cheats and Impoſters, 
(for ſuch theſe holy Confeſſors and Martyrs 
are deemed by Unbelievers to be) than 
Liberty, and Reſt, and Eaſe, and Joy, and 
Peace, ſweetned with the Comforts of a 
good Conſcience, and the bl:fſed Hope of Life 
and everlaſting Salvation, 


The CONCLUSION from the 
whole is this, Revealed Religion, is not 


that ſhadowy, unſubſtantial thing which 
the Yeak and Wicked tepreſent ; but a 


Building of God, founded upon a Rock, 


ſerong and enduring, ſolid and immove- 
able, The Evidence of Senſe is not pre- 
carious and uncertain, nor the Te Mimo- 
ny of Man weak and fallible, but duly 
circumſtanced, faithful, and werghty, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, An infalli- 
ble Apoſile has taught us, (As xvii. 
30.) that God, who winked at the Igno- 


rance of former Ages, does now com- 
mand all Men, every wwhere to repent, 


in 


$1 4 
in that he will judge the World in 


Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath 


ordained, whereof he has given us full 
Aſſurance, nizw, firong and rational 
Grounds of Belief, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the Dead. But how is a thing, 
which is not yet, to be proved by what 
now is? How can what is invi/ible be 
made manifeſt by what is ſeen ? Or the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt be a Demonſtra- 


tion of a Judgment to come? Let me 


try, if I cannot ſet this Argument in 


its Full and clear Light, When our 


Lord return'd from his Grave, and /ſhew'd 
himſelf alive again, the Diſciples who 
ſaw, and beard, and touched, and handled, 
and familiarly converſed with him, had 
as ſirong and convincing Proof that he 


was riſen from the Dead, as they had 


of the Truth of their own Being. They 
could not be more ſure and certain, that 
they themſelves did then /ee, and Hear, 
and breathe, and think. Evidence ſtronger 
than this, the Heart of Man cannot 
wiſh for, or deſire; nor indeed is it 

: VV 
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conceiveable, how i it is even in the Powe 
of God himſelf to give. Now the Re- 


ſurrection of Chriſt was an Event, which 
he had oftentimes foretold, and which, 


when come to paſs, muſt prove him a 
Prophet, mighty both in Word and in 
Deed. But a true Prophet cannot pro- 
phecy Ffalſly, or foretel things to come, 
which Hall never be. If then Chriſt 
proved himſelf a frue Prophet, by his 
riſing again from the Dead, his Reſur- 
rection is a certain Proof of what he 
alſo foretold concerning a future Fudg- 
ment, or elſe he is not a true Prophet, 
but a falſe one. And if the Proof of 


his being a true Prophet, is infallibly 


clear and certain, (as there can be 20 
Proof of what is falſe) the Doctrine 
of a Judgment to come, proved by it, 
muſt neceſſarily be of equal clearneſs 
and certainty; In other Words, if Chri/t 


be riſen from the Dead, and acknow- 
5 ledged a true Prophet of the moſt High 
Gd, his Words muſt be fulfilled, and 
he 


( 141 } 
he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 
If he be not riſen, our Faith in bim is 
a moſt vain thing indeed. 


Hence then it appears that the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of another World, 
1 \ are not the Reveries of giddy Entbu- 
faſts, or the brain-fick Dreams of weak 
and ſuperſtitious Men, but weighty Truths 
of God, convey'd down to us by in- 
fallible Teſtimony, and confirmed by un- 
deniable Proof, and irreftable Demonſtra- 


( ) | tion, He that bath Ears to hear, let 
Him hear. 


With ſo great Reaſon, Weight, and 
Authority, did the Blefled Apoſtle St. 
Paul, moſt affectionately exhort his 
* hal Converts at Corinth. 


7 bs; my beloved Brethren, be 

” ye ftedfaſ®s and immoveable, always a- 

: bounding in the Work of the Lord, 
= foraſmuch as ye (do not vainly Con- 
jecture, 
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